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PREFACE 


First and foremost, my father, Salim (Sam) Abujawdeh, is a family 
man through-out. He lives for his Family, his Townsfolks, and Aboujaoudes. 


In this book, he depicts the most sincere and candid image of the 
town we originated from and travel to often. | am forever grateful and 
honored to have been part of a significant amount of his journeys — and 
once read, you will feel like you joined along as well. 


Every family and town has a history. Our family that we see today Is 
seasoned by ancesiry, religion and culture. In the companion book 
(“Aboujaoudes — Origins”) my dad provides an account of the Aboujaoude 
clan we are said to descend from. In this book he comes back closer to 
home, the Village of Maska and neighbouring Ghabeh, to the roots. 


In the end, you will culminate your readings with a more profound 
appreciation for your being and the memories of Old, covering the distance, 
trials, and milestones that it took to reach thus far. Hopefully this makes the 
reader more self-aware and ambitious to make his or her own mark in this 
world and new memories for future generations. 


Sandra Abujawdeh 
Colonia, Nu, 


June. 2015 
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PROLOGUE 


| have traveled around the world, and seen many places. 


But in all my travels, and throughout the years, one string always pulled at 
my heart — My hometown, my roots, my little village in the beautiful 
Mountains of Lebanon — Maska. 


This is a part of the story of Maska & Ghabeh, a snapshot. It is intended for 
the many Maskawites who | know share my love of our Town. With a 
mostly personal focus that may not interest all, and a look at the roots and 
Origins which should interest those who like history, | also tried to 
intersperse anecdotes and amusing perspectives of our colorful home. 


“Our Town’ is a trinity, Maska, Ghabeh and Kherbeh, its unity and 
memories sacred like the Holy — Three in One, One for All and All for One. 


The book is definitely one for family, my Children, and kin. Times are 
changing- we are out of our village, in a new world. The collective memory 
is dispersed. Documenting the last of the old ways and stories may help 
preserve a memory for the future, and help the grandchildren trace their 
roots. As Gibran Khalil Gibran, our national poet, says: “Remembrance is a 
form of meeting’. 


The effort has been personally very rewarding. | cannot imagine any other 
place where such family ties, location, history and relations allow such a 
picture as comes out of this effort. The more | worked on our village history, 
the more | appreciated the value of this place | come from, and the need to 
preserve its memory. | hope new generations keep it that way. 


Memories trickle in for the unplanned venture... Comments and ideas are 
sure to follow... Expect a Tenth edition ©. 


| hope you find the trip Amusing. 
sam S. Abujawdeh 
Colonia, NJ 
June 2015 
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KHERBET AL ADAS, AL MASKA, AND AL GHABEH 


The villages of Kherbet Al Adas, Maska, and Al Ghabeh stand to the east on the 
mountain next to Deir El Harf facing the sea. Maska (the stream) is called by its 
name since several streams run in the land and irrigate the soil. 


The villages’ names in Arabic are just the right explanation: Al Maska and El 
Ghabeh (the Forest), all referring to the nature and sites of these villages. 

This good spot, facing the warm winter sun, covered by green fields, and 
surrounded by fertile lands and forests, was the center of attraction for the Abou 
Jaoude Family coming from Deir El Harf, which no longer had enough space to 
embrace them all. 


Prince Bachir Kaydbeh Abillamah, Prince Abdallah Kaydbeh’s sibling in Ras El 
Metn, helped in this emigration. Maska came first. From Maska, some moved 
towards Jourat Al Ballout, where Michael Hanna Bou Moussa from Maska bought 
land from Kassim Hussein Hreiz from Ras El Metn, for 38 pounds. 


Then they moved to Al Ghabeh next to Maska, which the Abillamahs and Asfar 
families owned, and bought from them lands since 1772, until they owned all the 
lands in 1880. And in 1885, the Asfar family sold out their last real estate and 
moved to Beirut and Al Sham. 
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Those plans were the start of an upswing, especially in Al Ghabeh, where modern 
buildings were formed, which qualified it to be one of the best villages to spend 
summer vacations. It soon became a resort for serenity and peace seekers, 
renowned for its panoramic views and healthy weather. 
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St Joseph, El Ghabeh; Built 1862 
Started By Father Ibrahim AbouJaoude, Killed in 1860 Massacres 
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VILLAGE ALBUM 
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Sept 1968 — Ghabeh Gathering in front of St Taqla 





Mansour Asaad surrounded by Mart Elias Qozhaya & sister 
Madeleine; Butros el Khoury (Bou Skandar); Mom Salime & Father 
Asaad Mansour top right; Naji, Gabi, Elie & Joseph Nassib, Elie L- 

Malik in front 


Ghabe on the World Map 
Longitude 35.36 deg. West Latitude 33.52 deg. North 


Distance 3810 km from Amsterdam 
Ghabe in Lebanon 
* 700 meters above sea level. 
“18 km from Beirut Down Town. 
* 20 km from Beirut International Airport. 
* 20 minutes drive from the nearest ski resort. 
* 11 km from the nearest beach resorts. 
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YAAKOUB ISKANDAR & ADELE KHATTAR’S FAMILY 
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Uncle Yacoob, always a gentleman (Mukhtar) 


y P hi ." 


Aunt Adele, the sweetheart youngest sister of my Mom's, named after her 
mom who died in Childbirth. Living close to us in Ghabeh, | remember her 
excitement at getting a phone at home, calling our house incessantly, even 
when we could almost hear her without the instrument. 


| enjoyed pretending to not see Aunt Adele coming down the stairs, and 
saying out loud to Mom: “Are you and Adele still fighting’- with Aunt Adele 
rushing down, and spilling every story of the last few months to assure me 
nothing is wrong- one way to catch up quickly on Village Gossip after a 
long abscence ©. The two sisters never argued once in their life. 


Her recent quick passing lost us a source of love and affection never to be 
regained. That selfless love you get from family, always a source of comfort 
and strength- how | miss its passing with every member of that special 
generation. 
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Adele and Anthony Grandma Mhabbe 


Uncle Yaacoub & Aunt Adel’s children: Fares, George and Aimee. Uncle 
Yaacoub’s mom Mhabbe is a sister of my Grandpa Fadlallah. His sister 
Salimeh the wife of Asaad Mansour. Yaacoub comes from a long line of 
well educated priests and leaders, his poetry and wit still fondly 
remembered. His skill at Backgammon a legend. 
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Yara (Aimee) Gemayel Aimee Yaacoub (Mother & Cousin ©) 
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Addoula’s Brood - George, Aimee, and Fares 
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Adele left, her 
grandsons 
Jack Fares and 
Peter George 
right 
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The new Generation 
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MP3 


AUD-20151007-WA0030 Fares song.mp3 
Song written by Fares, recorded for Noursat. 
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Uncle Yaacoub, drawn by Pierre Michel AJ 
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Fares is my ‘literate’ 
cousin, like his father 
Yaacoub. Their family 
heritage (descended 
from Khoury Ibrahim, 
who built the Ghabeh 
Church, and was a 
learned priest (who 
sacrificed his like to 
save the Church in the 
1860 massacres) lives 
on in Fares. He was a 
major help in providing 
many historical 
documents and old 
pictures of Ghabeh. He 
also likes cigars, one 
more reason to like 
him ©. 





Fares 
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Jacques Fares Ya’acoub 
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Fares is our new uncle Yaacoub — an intellectual interested in the history of 
Ghabeh and the family. He is also endowed with literary talent, like his Dad. 


His song below was put to music and played on Noursat. 
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George & Nahida Atallah; George and son Pierre “Chilling” below 
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George’s Wedding; Georg & Nahida below 
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Pierre George Yaacoub — a new hope; with mom below at Adele’s yard 
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NAIM HAMMAM & LEIA FADLALLAH’S FAMILY 


Aunt Leia, the blonde copy of Grandma Adele, died in pain and grief over 
the loss of Victor, our handsome cousin gone too soon. Victor was always 
a rising star, a Senior VP at the Bank of Industry and Labor, always ina 
Suit from his childhood. The Day he died | had a dream of his death, and 
called out of worry (we were in Cairo, during Ramadan), where the news 
was confirmed. Her other children: Roger, Vera and Victorine. 
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Aunt Siham, me, Victorine, early 1960’s; me, Karime, Victorine- same place+25 yrs 
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Viko & Najat wedding with Badih Lahoud, mom & Dad 
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Mom on left; Maya, Eva, Sandra & Sammy 
Beit Naim 


la 


Aunt Le 
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Jad Kassis, Vera’s son 


Uncle Naim ran the grocery by Kou3h el Ghabeh, next to our house. His 
son Roger continued the tradition for a while, until he rented the place to be 
the Municipal headquarters. Roger joked that prior to renting the place, he 
specialized in two types of shelves: empty ones, and ones with Dust ©. 
Uncle Naim’s brother Milad had a farm in Haroun, and his son Tony is now 
in Australia. 
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Aunt Leia 
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Jad with his Dad; below: Uncle Naim at Ziad’s birthday; Jad K 
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Victor’s wedding; Zahia, Linda, Najat, Abou I-Vik, Michel Naufal & his 
brother (Elie Michel Naufal below ©) 
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Rabie — Victor Still in his face; with Mom Najat and brother Ziad below 
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Rabie Victor Naim Hammam 
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Rayess Roger, our village watchman and honorary mayor ©Roger 
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Naim — our New “Hoss” (my old nickname): Little Naim & mom Marie below 
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Naim Roger Naim Hammam 
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BEIT MICHEL KAISAR 






Nabil Michel Kaisar Tant Sayydeh (Emm Nabil) 


“Nana w Hamo w Zizi’, like a rhyme, calling out the names of Nabil’s three 
sisters as they came up the stairs beneath our house on their way to 
school, looking lined up like the 3 Donald Duck kids. 
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Tant Sayydeh with Rolla & Karime Elham (Hamo) Hamouche 
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Uncle Michel Kaisar (brother of Toubia, Matilda, Rashidi & Linda; Father 
Kaisar brother of Butros Toubia) and “tant” Sayydeh close neighbors and 
friends. Uncle Michel (RIP) was a constant companion and Trumps partner 
of my dad's, always ready with a smile. His son Nabil was my childhood 
nemesis ©, friend and neighbor. We skirmished almost daily in the morning 
while waiting for “Hanna el Henn’ (our friend from Joura who provided a car 
service to school), often reaching school with bloody noses. One time we 
continued the skirmish in the car, ending up falling out of the car at the 
Kou3h near Naim’s Dekkan. We slowed down after that ©. Reminiscing 
about that and other stories with Nabil, on his boat in Cyprus, was one of 
those priceless moments you cherish, as we ache for our youth. 


Michel and Sayydeh’s kids: Nabil (MEA chief in Cyprus), Naila (now a 
manager at AT&T in Middletown, New Jersey), Elham, and Gisele. We all 
still remember the passing of little Maggie during the first shelling of the 
1975 war, where she fell at the “Kou3” in front of our house. 


, = ae a Ls 
eee eg dae : 

. Kae a i. 
—_ er. a 


| « 
.. . 

. 

: 


ae 


ae | ia = 
. * J , a . 
ee ‘ . 

ie EN 
| ope : 





. SZ "a 
Gisele (Zizi) Nohra & Family (husband Elias & daughter Nayla); Naila 
(Nana - right) 
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Uncle Michel Kaisar, and a game of Cards 
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Nayla & mom Gisele Nohr Tant Sayde & her Sister 
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Nabil Michel Kaisar (Bill baie ©) Michel Nabil Michel Kaisar 





Marc & Michel Nabil Kim Michel Nabil Michel oe ee 
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Michel & Marc 


Michel & Mira 
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Michel Nabil Michel Kaisar at his wedding to Mira, with brother Marc 
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Nabil’s wedding 
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BEIT MICHEL BUTROS EL KHOURY 











, mom Leila, and U 
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Pierre with Graziella 
———— 


ncle Michel 
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~ Graziella (an MD in Massachusets, US) & Leila Uncle Michel & Tant Leila 
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Uncle Michel, son of Butros el-Khoury “Abu Skandar’, a leading Ghabeh 
figure, very active in the Church, as had been the tradition in their family 
since Father Ibrahim, who built the Church and died defending it in 1860. 
His. brothers Fares & SUS Lule Louisa. = 
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Uncle Michel presiding; Dauc hter Graziella, Sons Charbel & Pierre on the left 
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Uncle Michel & Leila; Grandpa Boutros el Khoury — Bou Skandar 
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Sonia & Iskandar Butros el Khoury; Souad & Fares Butros el Khoury 
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Pierre with Bishop Ziadeh; and with his usual smile 
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Pierre & brother Charbel, with Father N 


Pierre's & wife Zeina’s kids include Cynthia, Karen, Stephanie, and Alex 
Iskandar!). 
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Young Pierre with Alex 
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Pierre with Mom & Family 
Always a family man and a village boy — he penned this in Saudi 
Arabia, bemoaning the lost time busy at work 
Oe 35 AS pA a gag cy Que pb sell 
NSA) lad Sarl) 8 pas ie os Lig 
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Young Pierre & Alex: Zeina & her girls; The full gang 
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Alex Pierre Michel Butros el Khoury 
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BEIT ELIAS QOZHAYA 


Uncle Elias’s (RIP) kids include Gabi, Naji, and Hani, who came back after 
a stint in Canton, Ohio, US. They now run a restaurant over their house in 
Brummana. The house in Ghabeh is being renovated by Naji. Elias’s 
brother Youssef is married to Madeleine Asaad, and lives opposite el- 
Chehhara in Ghabeh. His other brothers include Nadim & Nassif. 





Gabi Elias Qozhaya ~ Elias Najj i Elias Qozhaya ‘Mokhtar’ Youssef SrA! a 
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Uncle Elias Qozhaya also at our place 
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Gaby & Family in US 
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MUKHTAR GEORGE AMIN’S FAMILY 
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Mukhtar George, Mayor Amin, Mariane, Maria, Helena 
Mukhtar George Amin has been ° ‘Mukhtar’ of Ghabeh for as many years as 
any one remembers. He has been a driving force in local politics, and 
active in the financial and building sectors. More recently, he has been the 
key driver for establishing a Town Hall (Baladieh) in Ghabeh, and his son 
Amin is now town Mayor. His son Kamal also helps in the family business. 
Daughter Hala. He is married to Amale Amine Naufal. 
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Hala George El Khoury & Husband Ralph Kamal, Hala, Amin 
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The Young Mukhtar eiman with wife Adele & Daughter Alice 
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_ Amin George Amin & wife Marianne Maria & Helena Amin with mom 
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SALIM SAMI’S FAMILY 
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Jennifer Eva Sandra 
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Maskawites 
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Eva, Sammy, Jennifer, Sandra 





Salim (previously VP at AT&T and Lucent Technologies), wife Karime 
(daughter of Abdo Sleiman), living in New Jersey, USA. 
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Sandra, Sammy, Jennifer, Karime 
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Whole gang above; Jennifer with Grandpa Sami in Lebanon 
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Minerva (Eva) 
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Salim & Karime, Jennifer’s 16" Birthday 





Children: Minerva (Lawyer at Lord & Taylor's, NYC); Sammy (Manager at 
Panera); Sandra (studying for a PhD in Management); Jennifer (Studying 
Graphic Design at Kean University). 
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Gazebo Time in New Jersey 
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Jennifer & Sandra 
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Sammy Salim Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn- aka “Big Sammy” 
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Everyone at Jano’s Communion: The always busy Backyard below 
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JOSEPH SAMI’S FAMILY (ZOUZOU) 
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sammy, Mira, Danny, Eva Sami Maya 
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Little Joe (his “Bonanza” nickname) 
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Brother Joseph, chief engineer for many of Beirut’s top hotels; sons Sami 
(mechanical engineer), Dani (NASA scholar and promising Scientist), and 
Daughter Maya (CPA working in Beirut). Wife Rolla daughter of cousins 
Samir and Juliette. 
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Mira, Maya, Danny, Sami with Emily Elie Bishara 
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Joe & Rolla — Mjawwaz © 
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Zouzou’s Clan 
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Dani Joseph Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 
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Maya Joseph Sami 
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Sami Joseph Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 
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Joe in America above & Lebanon below — May he always have this beautiful smile 
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TONY SAMI’S FAMILY 
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Tony | _ | Mira & Rita 
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Mira I- Amira l-Ammoura; “Abou Fares” Aal Kou3h belo 
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Rita; Marmoura 
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Ya Jabal ma Yhezzak Ree7h; “Hey Hey Hey” 


Brother Tony, village leader and personality, active in many clubs and 
organizations. Working in Real Estate, but soending much time helping 
boost our village club, organizing folk festivals, and helping people. 
Daughter Mira a promising college student. Wife Rita daughter of Uncle 
Albert Deeb. Young Tony was so skinny he was nick-named AbuFares, till 
he discovered meat © and stopped being our first Maska vegetarian. 
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Mira Tony Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 
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ELIE SAMI’S FAMILY 





ray 7. 
Sami Elie 


bail a 
Sd 





Saint Elie (Yetmajjad Esm el Adra ©) 


Elie, my brother, married to Rita Qazzi, with son Sami, living in Akron Ohio. 
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BEANS JA hese, AEP. SONI Ma | 
Elie, with Sammy, Maya, Sandra, Eva, Sami; with son Sami below 
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Sami Elie Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn 
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BEIT SLEIMAN YOUSEF 





Michel Abdo Sleiman 
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Elie Yousef (el-Malek ©), now Elie King in the US © 
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Elie Youssef Sleiman & Family (wife Rita, Daughters Emma, Joy & Remy) in 
Danbury, Connecticut; Mom Mahbouba & Dad Youssef below 
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Shadia (Claudine) Abdo Sleiman & Husband Nasri Hechme, Ghabeh Church Square 
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Tony Abdo Sleiman & Daughter Jessica (with Rashid Abdallah) 
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Uncle Abdo (RIP) our next door neighbor, and his wife Marie (sister of Elias 
Abdallah Azar, Linda Azar & Yvonne wife of Ayyoub). His kids: Michel (now 
in Maine, US); Tony in Lebanon, Chadia (Claudine), and Paula. His brother 
Yousef (RIP) & wife Mahbouba’s kids: Elie (King ©) (now in Danbury, 
Connecticut); and sisters Therese and Aida in Lebanon. 


We still remember Grandpa Sleiman (Abou-Yousef El-Kendarji (the 
shoeMaker)), our very old neighbor, a shoesmith whose shivering hands 
still managed to repair many of our old shoes. 





Chadia and Husband 
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Abdo aici (his house | in the | back) 
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Tant Marie (right) with her sisters (Linda susan from left) 
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Aida & Therese Youssef 
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Abou-Youssef 
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BEIT MAJID CHAHIN 





Samir Majid | Joseph Majid 


Beit Majid, at the Kou3 right before our house, a fun bunch of good humor 
and endless stories. Brothers Abdo (RIP), Samir, Joseph, Naim, Chahin 
(RIP). Their mother Fahimi lived to a long old age. Samir is the Ghabeh 
representative in the Aboujaoude Association, and very active in the 
Church. Naim’s daughters: Vanessa, Jessica & Melissa. 


; | » Majid Chahin 
. & Family 
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Melissa Naim Majid Majid Abdo Majid 
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Samir’s family includes wife Yumna, son Carl & daughter Gayelle (above). 
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Samir with Carl & Gayelle x 





Carl Samir Majid Chahin 
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Thera daughter of Chahin Majid with her kids 
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Joey Thera Thera with Stephi and Thea 
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Melia (wife of Naim) and sister Najat 
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Naim Majid (left), Melia center 
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Grandma Fahimi 
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BEIT FERSAN 
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Uncle Toufic Fersan (m. Georgette 
Khawand) (RIP) came to Akron, Ohio 
with his kids (sons George (m. Rania 
Chammas, daughters Katya & Diala) & 
Roger and daughters Gracia (m. 
Domen), Jeanne D’Arc (m. Lahoud), 
Bernadette (m. Romano), Christiane 
(m. Khater) and Gilberte (m. Cenkar)), 
and they eventually moved to Florida 
after his passing. | remember him 
driving to the Aboujaoude Reunion in 
Buffalo (at the time hosted on a large 
estate of one of the Aboujaoude judges 
in Buffalo), driving all day and not 
finding the place, refusing drections, 
and returning home without joining us. 
Ghabeh folks can be just as stubborn 
as Maskawites ©. 

His brother Chafic is a prominent 
businessman and active in the family 

7 # association, his son Fadi now in New 
GT SP. | | 
eee Jersey (recently on contract in Saudi 

| Arabia). 



























Wadih & Toufic 
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_Chafic Fersan (standing )in the early sixties 
| Chafik’s ID from AUB days. They Say 


a No. LZ Date elk lU§ that in the early 1950s Ghabe students 
Tis WT to cortify that were thrown out of Maska's (taht 


_ Shah ch fey Aho Ja cile’ senedyeneh) school for Maska-Ghabe 
“political” reasons. Ghabe Parents were 
bm ihe, Universty for the is hereby cm foc. | forced to send their children 
196%. | elsewhere, mainly to Broummana High 
School A de © ome Saree. Test School and consequently to AUB, and 


pie 5 ia ip Me ae f_ that was the reason behind a 


page generation of university graduates in 
eos Conmen®**) Ghabe in the 1960s. (Chafic Fersan & 
His brother Toufic, Mansour Assaad, 
| Maurice Fouad Azar, Pierre & Paul 
Habib, George Amin (Moukhtar) & his 
brother Habib, Emile & Raymond 
Checrallah, Fares Boutros Khoury, 













a 


| Emile Bou Diwan...). - thx to our 
Ghabeh historian Fares Yaacoub. © 
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Uncle Wadih 
Fersan (RIP) 
was the 
family 
character, 
always witha 
handy joke 
for every 
occasion, 
until he ran 
out for the 
Last 
Occasion. 





Wadih Fersan, Character and Friend, RIP 
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Rahil, wife of Firsan certificate; 
Chafic, our educated man-of-the- 
world, with Robert McNamara, US 
Secretary of State below - Chafic 

was Chairman of the Banking 

Association in Lebanon when 

McNamara, then head of the World 
Bank, visited Lebanon. 
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BEIT ELIAS SKANDAR 





Joseph Elias" - Joseph Elias with his grandkids 
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Beit Elias Skandar, includes Joseph and Toufic, and sisters Josephine 
(who takes care of the Ghabeh Church) and Nelly, and Nadia (m. Albert 
Deeb). Uncle Toufic with wife Violette (nee AbuFadel), son Ghassan (now 
in Saudi, m. Janine Tajer) and daughters Randa (m. George Basamjy) & 
Norma. Uncle Toufic took care of the Jaftfali Villa in Brummana before his 
passing — the Jaffali being wealthy Saudis who studied with us at BHS. 
Joseph's kids include a daughter May (m. Khoury) and sons Skandar (at 
Audi Bank) & Elias (aka Turbo ©). Elias’s sons: Joe & William. 
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William, Elie Joseph Elias Iskandar, & Joe 
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Skandar Joseph Elias Skandar (left) with his nephews 
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young Elie & Skandar with Joe & William 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 125 





Joseph’s wife Nadia (Aswad) (with Sayyde Michel); tante Marie, Fouad coming in 





Uncle Toufic (with Estaz Elias) 
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Uncle Toufic & his girls 
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Elias Skandar & his car 
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A Fares Yacooub story: even though Elias Iskandar was illiterate, he 
always bragged that Yaacoub El Khoury, a forefather, wrote 
manuscripts using 18 Kgs of ink (10 J&)). This proves the Tefnees 
Gene is not limited to Maska ©. 


ait “f — May Khoury & family 
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Ghassan Toufic 
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Three Sisters ; Young Josephine below 
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BEIT SHEDID 


Beit Shedid (Shedid family), their house just below ours, afflicted by a 
genetic disease that kills all males in the family in their teens and twenties, 
wasting away one after the other. The women are fine, but the kids and 
grandkids (boys) are all afflicted, one | remember going blind at 5 and dying 
soon after. Some of them struggle though by force of will and live longer, 
Ghosn our mayor for one, and Hekmat his nephew for another. Ghosn 
traveled the world looking for a cure — including Brazil, the US, and Europe, 
to no avail. A Gene defect on the X-Chromosome causes this, discovered 
recently, but at that time unknown. His brother “Estaz” George a handsome 
dynamo went quickly in the face of fear. 


The boys included Ghosn, George, Fouad, Alfred, and Farid. Daughters 
included Helaine (m. Emil Ghoul), Martha (m. Hanna Youssef), & Marie (m. 
Wadi3 Sayya/h). Shedid was the brother of Milad & Majid Ghosn. 


The Shedid house Is now closed, but still remembered, especially the 
works of Ghosn that lives on in Nadi al Tawi’yat wal Intilag which he started 
and guided for many years, despite his illness. 
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Fouad Chedid (RIP) 
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Mukhtar Ghosn on Long Branch Beach, NJ, USA, with Eva and me 
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BEIT AZAR 


The Azar family rules over the “Ressif? section of Ghabeh. Many Azars 
have recently left us, like Joseph Azar, a spritely character and a constant 
companion of my dad. The “Azar” family patriarch, Elias Abdallah (brother 
of Linda, Yvonne and Marie), recently passed away. His “Qasr Abdallah” 
stately home at the top of the village is now in Pierre Michel's trusted 
hands, enhancing the great estate Pierre is building from his father’s house 
all the way across to the Fakhreddin restaurant, 11,000m2 of prime land, 
beautifully decorated, including a splendid pool designed by Charbel 
Semaan. 


¢g 





Joseph Fouad Azar. Daoud Azar Elias Abdallah Azar 


Other Azars include Daoud Sleiman Azar & son Fadi, his house on a steep 
drive after the church, sorrowed by the early loss of his Daughter in France. 
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Abdallah Azar 





Elias Abdallah Azar 
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Linda Azar in Australia (with Fadi Assaf and my wife Karime ; Fadi Daoud Azar 
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Carole Bou Abboud (Bint Toufic Sleiman AJ): with family 
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Sleiman Daoud Azar; Young Daoud below 
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Mona Bint Nassib Azar Margo Nassib Nassib’s father Youssef Azar 


Uncle Nassib & wife Margo Azar’s kids include Mona, Elie and Joseph — 
Joseph a character (now in Toronto Canada), always horsing around, a 
joke a minute. Nassib’s brother Mansour passed away recently. His sisters: 
sayde, Therese, Janet & Lucia. 





Mansour Azar (Nassib’s brother) (RIP) Nassib 
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Joseph Nassib (with 
Michel Abdo Sleiman) 
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Joseph Nassib with my Dad 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 140 


BEIT NAIM ABU DIWAN 


Tony Naim Daher Abu Diwan was our barber in Brummana, while we had 
hair ©. His Kids now keep the bond between Abu Diwans and 
Aboujaoudes close, as it always was. 
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Naim & Rabih AbuDiwan ~ Naim AbuDiwa 
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, Daughter Roula 
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Tony with wife Jamale, sons Naim & Rabih 
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Tony; Daughter Samar (Assadourian), Roula, son in law Kivork, Rabih, Jamale 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 142 


BEIT HABIB 
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Michel Boulos Pierre Habib 


Habib's kids include sons Pierre and Paul. Daughters include Rosette, and 
Claire (wife of Nassif Qozhaya). 


Paul is famous for “Paul's court’, “Mal3ab Paul’, the sports complex he built 
at the entrance to Maska. 
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Paul Habib, with Ghosn Chedid, at his court 
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BEIT ASAAD MANSOUR 


Asaad & Salimeh’s kids: Heneine (RIP), lived in Niagara Falls, NY, always 
welcoming “Ahl el Ghabeh’ when we visited, recalling “Gazwet el Tini” next 
to our house. Her sister Madeleine is married to Youssef Qozhaya living 
across from the Chehhara. Brothers Mansour (RIP), Joseph & Elias. 








Heneine with Husband Saouma in Niagara Falls, NY; Mom Salimeh 
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Madeleine, center 
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Joseph Asaad and Nawal Makhoul 


Charbel J Aboujaoude Chadi J Aboujaoude 
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Charbel & Chadi Joseph Asaad 
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Charbel, with wife Nadine Ghassan Nassar, and son 
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Asaad P Rami Mansour Asaad (+ George = Fares yaacoub); Grandpa Asaad 
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Mansour Asaad Wedding; Addoula left; Violette agit 
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ANWAR’S FAMILY 
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Anwar & kids, Nour & Karim 
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EDWARD, TALAL & ADEL ELIAS BUTROS’S FAMILY 


Their house “Sal-kou3” right before our Ghabeh home, guarding the entrance to the 
“Rassif’ ©. Their sisters: Gracia, Yvette and Colette (m. Philip Salem). 
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MICHEL DEEB & NAJAT 
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Najat (RIP) 








©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 152 


€ 
E 
| 
s 






~ 


IP) standi 






















Uncle Michel (R 


i '- . / « 





Michel & Najat (left & right) 
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BEIT MAROUN 






Tant Izabel & daughter Fadia; Fadia with daughter Elyzabeth Gazal below; Uncle Maroun 
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Uncle Maroun (RIP) and Izabel (our sewing mistress), sorrowed by the 
early passing of son Fadi. Daughters Fadia, Leila and Najwa. Son Johnny. 
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Uncle Maroun Leila Johnny 





Bat renany aL 


Najwa then and now 
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Fadi Maroun (RIP) Wadih Boulos Sleiman (Maroun’s cousin) 





Charbel Johnny Maroun 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 156 


BEIT RIZKALLAH 


The Rizkallahs built a house next to Uncle Fouad’s. Their mom Janet is 
saydet Michel Kaisar’s sister, and the sister of Therese (Emm Raymond 
Nassib), Lucia, and Mansour and Nassib Azar. They have been in 
Ghabeh/Maska for over 40 years. The kids working in UAE and Lebanon, 
but always coming back to Ghabeh. 
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Alexis Rizkallah & wife Marlene Munir above with kids 
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Alexis Rizkallah 





Marlene, Fifi & Rita Munir w/Dad 
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| 
Mom Janet Rizkallah | (Sa de’s sister); Dad 


Sarr 





Rami Rizkallah (with Pierre Hafiz) — 


©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 160 





BEIT ASA’AD 


Beit Asa’ad took over the Shedid house; better known as “Boni’ (after the 
Shoe Store they run in Brummana, previously run by uncle Faris), they are 
good friends and unfortunately bad Trump players (© only reason | can 
think of for my brother Joe losing, since they are his daily partners). 





Elie Asaad (Boni) 
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Toni & Elie peer with family 
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Joe’s Tarnib Partners, the incom arable Joseph & Samira “Boni” 





Tony Asa’ad 
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Lylo, Tony, & mom Samira 
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BEIT SARROUH 


The Sarrouh family (Tony & Roukoz) has also been there for two 
generations, having built a home next to Michel Kaisar’s. Their kids are 
now full-fledged Ghabawites, active in Church and community. Tony 
sarrouh the father a master story-teller. 
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Gee Sarrouh Maya Sarrouh 
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GHABEH OLD-TIME “GUESTS” 


A few families other than the Aboujaoudes have made the Ghabeh their 
home over the years, some now for generations. The Rizkallah, Hayeks, 
and Sarrouh are now “Ghabeh Folks” ©.The hospitable Ghabeh has also 
been home to many Summer guests enjoying the great weather and views. 


The Hitti family has been there for over 40 years; Joseph Hitti a good 
friend, now in the US. The Zalzals from Nearby Brummana always good 
neighbors, now living in Ghabeh. 


Summer visitors included Alexi Kabbouche and Nabil Jammal and their 
great families; Nabil’s family struck by tragedy with the death of his wife 
and son Toni. Alexis a character (RIP), him and his wife possessing a great 
sense of humor; his kids now still visit Gnhabeh. Essam & Lizette Matraji 
were also frequent Summer guests. 


Uncle Butros Semaan from Tarchiche has established a base at the bottom 
of the village road; his son Fadi and cousin Milo (son of Faridi) good friends 
of my children. Joseph el Tarchichi (son of Faridi) also a legend- running 
the mountains with his goats, but sleeping in Ghabeh ultimately. 


Less welcome are the Qatari villas now entrenched before Munir’s Bldg, 
and the Kuwaiti villas coming up in the outskirts of the village. The good 
news is they are not living there (for now). 





Charbel Alexis Kabbouche Marielle Alexis Kabbouche-Samaha 
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The Gemayel family also built a building (the first large one in the village) 
across the “kou3” from our house, and started a Chips factory there. The 
building included apartments as well. It was their sad misfortune, at the 
beginning of the 1975 war, to have one of their kids killed by the first 
shelling that hit elGhabeh, killing also Maggie, Michel Kaisar's daughter. 
The Gemayel family still lives there, and the factory is still running. 


Sammiya’s family no longer lives in Ghabeh; her son, our friend Salim died 
recently, and her daughter Marlene lives in Pennsylvania, US, with her 
husband & children. Son Elie is still in Lebanon. Their house was recently 
razed in the expansion of the church. 


| also remember our Armenian summer guests (renting with us and with 

Beit Nassib), especially the old man (we all called him “Jiddo”) who had 

survived the Armenian Massacre by the Turks, when his entire family was 
lined up and shot, and he survived when his brothers and mother’s bodies 
fell over him — he waited for several days, under the stench, pretending to 
be dead, till the guards left, and then walked over 1000 miles through the 
woods and deserts to refuge in Lebanon. You could not help but cry when 
he retold the story. 





a! Alexis 
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EVENTS 


The fire in Ghabeh forest in the 70’s, and the whole town running to 
extinguish it, with primitive tools (shovels and sweeps); | burnt out two 
shoes running up and down with pails of water. The Fire departments are 
far and in between, with little equipment as well. 


Our first loss from the Civil war, beautiful little Maggie (“Shawrabat 
Maggie” (Maggie Soup), we teased her, after a famous soup trademark) 
taken by a shell in the first bombing our village received. 


From Syria With Love: The Children of Ghabeh 


By Joseph Hitti - President of New England Americans for Lebanon (NEL) 
Boston, Massachusetts, USA. He contributed this article to LEBANONWIRE. 





Gone are the shabby checkpoints and the haggard Syrian soldiers manning them. Gone are the 
green arches made from pine and palm trees downed to raise the portraits of the Assad 
dynasty: from Hafez to Basel and Bashar. Gone are the statues of the dictators erected “in 
your face” of the Lebanese people, for nowhere at their checkpoints or the office buildings they 
confiscated or the dungeons they ran did Syria's men — over thirty years in their host country — 
have the decency to raise a Lebanese flag next to the Syrian flag. What more did the Lebanese 
people need to understand that Syria was in Lebanon not to liberate, protect or defend, but 
only to subdue, erase, and eliminate by repression and oppression 


Gone are the drab green Soviet-vintage trucks. Gone are the civilian-dressed Mukhabaraat 
men lounging at Beirut Airport and casually checking their registers for the names of the 
“wanted” Lebanese who dared a homecoming. Gone are the cars with shaded windows, the 
vulgar and sadistic killers, murderers, kidnappers, hoodlums, vengeful men who hated Lebanon 
and its people to the bone. Gone are all these men who were trucked in from remote desert 
villages of the Syrian interior, after being brainwashed to hate Lebanon as a renegade and 
decadent province that needed to be “re-educated” into the fold of true Arabism. A strayed 
province of a once glorious Arab Syria that, truth be told, never really existed except inside the 
megalomaniacal minds of the Baathist criminals whose only source of pride in this world in 
which they utterly failed is their delusional nostalgia for a antiquated fantasy. For the Syrian 
reality remains a terribly miserable one, and the only escape from the Syrian Gulag is to feed 
off the illusions of a past that has been mythified and exaggerated in logarithmic proportion to 
the misery of 20th century Syria. They are all finally going home, to that land beyond the green 
Lebanon mountain range and the barren hills of the Anti-Lebanon range where the Syrian 
desert begins. 


To those of my generation, however, the departure of the Syrian men from Lebanon will never 
erase the pain, the fear and the hurt of three decades. From the jewel of the Middle East, 
resplendent in the glimmer of its joie-de-vivre by the Mediterranean, where East met West 
around every street corner and in the myriad of cafes and restaurants, clubs and theaters, 
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beaches and mountain retreats, Lebanon was brought down like a calf to the slaughter by the 
Arabs — every one of them, the Palestinians, the Saudis and the Kuwaitis, the Libyans and the 
Egyptians, the Somalis and the Sudanese, and most of all the Syrians — because it stood as a 
thorn in the side of the totalitarian drab of the Arab World. Lebanon violated every taboo and 
every norm of that Arab World. It had Christians, Druze, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Armenians, 
Shiites who intermarried and lived as equals side by side next to Sunnis. Worse yet, it had 
Westerners living with all those people — not in walled compounds — but anywhere they wished. 
It had church bells that tolled next to the Muezzin at the mosque. It had mini-skirts in the 
streets and bikinis on the beaches. It had Arak-drinking Zajal poets dueling with words on 
television. It had a free press that poked fun at kings and queens, presidents, sultans and Emirs 
alike, often with the pens of the same Arab writers and intellectuals who had escaped from 
their home countries to the refuge of Lebanon. 


This was too much decadence and diversity to handle for the pan-Arab Baathist nationalists 
who preferred homogenized compliant societies to diverse and rebellious free people. Lebanon 
had too many colors. It had Arab, French, American and Lebanese universities. It had a British 
High School, an American International College, a secular Lycée Francais and a religious 
French Jesuit school, and German, Italian and other schools, all coexisting next to a plethora 
of Lebanese private religious and secular schools, as well as a full-fledged Lebanese public 
school system. It had veiled women who watched streakers cross Hamra Street in the early 
1970s. It had a red light district where wealthy Arabs — from the kingdoms and emirates of the 
Gulf — mingled with equally drunken sailors from around the world to defuse their repressed 
libidos. In the words of a young Kuwaiti student I met once at Brown University, when Saddam 
occupied and was brutalizing Kuwait, as I tried to compare his Kuwait under Saddam to my 
Lebanon under Hafez, “We went to Lebanon to f--- your sisters and your mothers... You deserve 
to be occupied by Syria, but we do not deserve to be occupied by Iraq”. Such was the gratitude 
of the Arabs for a country that they claimed as one of them, often against its own wishes, a 
country to which they escaped from the boredom and repression of their own countries, and 
then only to turn around and spit at it in hatred. 


And so, thirty years ago, as Lebanon was moving forward into the modern world by keeping its 
doors open to the world, money, mercenaries, and weapons began flowing in from Egypt, 
Libya, Syria and elsewhere in the Arab World. A rabid Arab media turned against small 
Lebanon because it dared to say no to Arafat and his PLO. Never mind that the Palestinians 
had been muzzled, massacred, and locked up in their camps in every other Arab country, and 
all the Arab rulers wanted was to contain the Palestinians inside Lebanon for fear of a 
revolution at home. And never mind that the Palestinian Cause was merely a commodity in the 
market of Arab principles for the dictators to maintain their grip on power and their boots over 
their people. 


Maggie Abou-Jaoudeh's death in the Spring of 1976 epitomizes what the Arabs did to Lebanon. 
I personally witnessed this one of many untold atrocities during the so-called “civil” war 
between the Syro-Palestinians and the Lebanese people, when the war moved from the streets 
of Beirut along the fortified PLO camps to the Mountain. Maggie was a 5-year old with curly 
blond hair who was killed by a single shell fired by the Syrian paramilitary Al-Saika 
organization from the other side of the mountain facing Broumana on a glorious Spring day of 
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1976. A single shell. Not a volley. Not a battle. Not an artillery exchange. Just one mortar 
shell. There had been no clashes for weeks, and Spring on the hills was erasing the memory of 
the misery of that cold winter we spent in Ghabeh near Broumana as refugees from Beirut. It 
was not hot enough yet for the cycads to begin their daytime rap on the trunks of the pine trees, 
but the air was light and sweet. The war had followed us from Beirut, and the Battle of the 
Mountain was underway. But we were enjoying a lull in the fighting. The children of Ghabeh, a 
small village down the road from Broumana going south towards Salima and Qornayel, were 
playing in the village square up the hill from our house, and I could hear them from my room 
as I lay on my bed reading. My mother was having coffee with Sayydeh, Maggie's mother, in 
the living room. The voices of the children filled the village. 


Then, there was a thud. One mortar thud in the distance. The echo quickly reverberated across 
the valley beneath the Knaisseh peak and I knew the mortar was launched from the other side, 
as we had grown accustomed to instinctively listen and gauge the origin and direction of shells. 
It took several seconds for the shell to fly overhead, with the nervous roar of its tail vrrrooming 
over the house. And it took us a split second to realize that the shell was going to strike near us. 
And then the blast. Fifty yards from the house, up the hill in the middle of the village square 
where the children were playing. The children's voices went silent, like a school of sparrows on 
a tree when their singing frenzy is disturbed. From the living room, Sayydeh's scream rose in a 
fast crescendo, the primal scream of a mother's heart who knew her child had been 

harmed... MAAAAGGGIIEE.... and my hair stood on my neck before I could jump out of the 
bed. We all ran up the hill. Everyone was converging on the square. Maggie's sisters were 
there. I was one of the first people on the scene...The crater, and the little grey bodies melded 
with the blackened rubble and pavement...the colors of their clothes muted...mixed into the 
monotone shade of burned explosives and ravaged asphalt...motionless...just lying there...1 
don't recall seeing the faces...just these still little bodies...like Guernica's children, about whom 
the song says, “and God filled their bullet holes with candy”’... A single shell fired by the 
heroes of the Arab Cause on the children of Ghabeh on a Spring afternoon...for no other 
reason but to kill the children...for no other reason but to inflict deep pain...For the road to 
Palestine and the Golan and all the lost Arab causes, as Syria still wants the world to believe 
even today, had to go through every Lebanese village, all the way from Beit Mellat in the north, 
through Damour and on to the Shebaa Farms in the south, and over the dead bodies of 
Lebanon's children. The death of Maggie and the children of Ghabeh sums up the agony of 
Lebanon at the hands of the Arabs. Wanton and barbaric, driven by hatred, jealousy and the 
frustration at Arab impotence. And so they chose Lebanon as the substitute enemy because on 
the scale of their racist view of the world, Lebanon ranks pretty high in the degree of its 
“otherness”. Lebanon was the proxy “Crusader”, the isolationist, the Arab who does not want 
to be an Arab, the renegade, the whore who went astray. 


What purpose, I ask today, as we near the thirtieth anniversary of the start of the Lebanese War 
in April 13, 1975, has the Lebanese War served the Arabs and the Palestinian Cause How can 
anyone find a shred of credibility in Hezbollah's claims to resistance and liberation when that 
organization's objective has been, and still is, to fight a war that the majority of the 
Palestinians themselves abandoned more than 13 years ago in Oslo and Madrid I say to 
Hezbollah, Palestine belongs to the Palestinians, and the Lebanese should no longer die for 
Palestine. Like Jordan, the Lebanese people have chosen a “Lebanon first” policy. The 
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Lebanese of the South have been led like sheep to the slaughter, first by the PLO between 1970 
and 1982 and, after the PLO was evicted from Lebanon in 1982, by Hezbollah which was 
created, armed and financed by Syria and Iran specifically to replace the PLO as the 
instrument of destabilization in the hands of the Assad regime. Hezbollah has never served 
Lebanon. It has served Iran and Syria, and like these two countries, Hezbollah has spilled 
Lebanese blood for the sake of other causes except the cause of Lebanon. And to disguise its 
objectives, Hezbollah has assumed the cloak of a social welfare organization after hijacking 
those functions from the Lebanese State to whom it continues to deny access to the land of the 
Lebanese south. The Lebanese people have to wake up to the truth and understand the Big Lie 
and the sham liberation ideology of Hezbollah that has been shoved down their throats for 
close to two decades. Why, I ask Hezbollah, isn't there a Syrian Hezbollah fighting the Israeli 
occupation — worse, the annexation — of the Syrian Golan Heights 


And now, as another April 13, 2005 comes to remind us of when, thirty years ago, that “Civil 
War” between the Lebanese and the Palestinians broke out, now that Lebanon is ending that 
era of its history, I will never forget Maggie and the children of Ghabeh, and will remind 
myself that their death, in its inhumanity, was also the death of my country. If Lebanon is 
becoming alive again, it is because all the children of Lebanon who were made to die for many 
years, like Maggie and the children of Ghabeh, have finally decided to come out and play on 
all the village squares of Lebanon, including that big square in downtown Beirut. They no 
longer fear that their voices will ever again be silenced by the shells of hatred or the drab 
totalitarian regimes of the Arab World. 





Maggie 
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Grad Shell Impact in Ghabeh & destroyed Fiat - 1983 


And our tigers respond to defend their homes (George above) 
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Elie “Turbo” Joseph Elias Skandar, ‘81 
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Maska-Ghabeh Split 
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EL GHABEH 


E] Ghabeh, our actual home now, my father having built a house there in 
the fifties. 
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El Ghabeh has a few small “Hayys’” (districts): El Rassif (the narrow stretch 
leading from Dekkan Naim); the Lower (Beit Hayek) Road leading to 
Brummana, past the "Zaroub” (alley); Ka‘ab El Ghabeh gardens & springs 
(including Haroun); plus the main road. 
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Nazlet el Ghabeh (Village Entrance from Brummana) 
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~ Cemetary at left 
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Church Parking 
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Pierre’s Handiwork 








©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 200 


x a + le 
‘ se 


‘ - a ri a ; 7 a 3 .. d A 
: . aX ere tte > —_ re : 
’ . a4 al “#6 
= ate SS Vly LAG 


a by a 
Tye Pas 





Our House viewed from above Victor’s 
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Roger’s Old Store 
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Baladieh (Town Hall) 
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Mary statue by our house 
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Pierre Hafiz in front of our house 
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Gemayel Bldg; Michel Deeb’s and Michel Kaisar’s houses to left 
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Beit Faridi left; Hafez 


Bldg to right 
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Beit Makhoul; Dekkan Makhoul at bottom 
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Chehhara; Beit Rizkallah & Fouad on right 


El “Mehfar” (Sand pit ©) 
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Tareeq Beit el Hayek 
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Hadidieh Haroun | General View 
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View of 3erbanieh Satellite Station; seen from Ghabeh 
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Black & White, or Color, the view never changes 
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El Rassif, top of Ghabeh 
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GHABEH IN SNOW 
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BALADIEH (TOWN HALL) 


“Se, 





et 


Mayor Amin George Amin Aboujaoude; General Maroun AbuDiwan right 
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With Patriarch Bechara el Rahi 





Municipal Council 


Mayor: Amine Georges Abu-Jaoude 
Vice 


Mayor: Elias Joseph Bu-Jaoude 


Dolly Wadih Bu-Jaoude, 
Michel Boutros Abu-Jaoude, 
Michel Aziz Khoury, 

Members: Raymond Shekrallah Bu-Jaoude, 
Antoine Naim Daher Bu-Diwan, 
Mansour Youssef Bu-Jaoude, 


Rony Nadim Bu-Jaoude. 
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since El-Ghabe means "the 
forest", the green blanket of 
pine trees still covers 75% of 
the village hills. Pine trees 
constitute 90% of the green 
assets; oak and Jack Pine 
constitute the rest. 


Population: 


Ghabe's population is 
estimated to be around 723, 
categorized as follows: 








Males: 57% / Females: 43% 
0-14 years: 27.38% 
15-64 years: 65.9% 

65 years and over: 6.8% 

Population growth rate: 1.36% 


Location, climate & plant life: 


El-Ghabe Is located next to 
Brummana Town in el-Metn 
district, 700m above sea level, 
around 15km from the capital 

Beirut. 




























Ghabeh view 







El-Ghabe is generally 
from Beit subtropical and is characterized 
Sarrouh: Stairs by hot, dry summers and mild, 
in Ressif humid, snowy winters which 


makes it a good place to spend 
vacations or just simply live 
there. 


Town Events: 





Sunday Mass 10:30 am 
Daily Evening Mass 6:00 pm 


Saint Joseph Day: The religious events from 10 - 19 
March; The Dinner on the 19th 


First Communion Celebration: May of each year 


Town Day: Holy Cross Day. September 13 evening 
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ZWARIB W DRAJ (ALLEYS AND STAIRS) 


Ghabeh, a large forest expanse mostly, has an incredible density of homes 
ina small area, leading to “Zwarib” (Alleys) and “Draj” (Stairs) built up over 
the years, now harder to expand for car traffic. It is, however, part of the 
town's charm. 
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“Zaroub Siham” — aka al-Rassif, 70’s 
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KA’AB EL GHABEH & HAROUN 
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The hinterland 
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OLD GHABEH 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 236 








Page 238 


Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 


©ssa 










? 


Abouna Tanios, September 1968, St Joseph Stairs 
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Grandpa Fadlallah left; Family Azar: Joseph Azar crouching; Qabalan Azar right 
\y y . 
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June 1954 — Amroun Boutros Marriage 
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Ghabeh Ladies in the 50’s 
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MAR YOUSSEF CHURCH 


st Joseph Church, built in 1862, was started by Father lbrahim Aboujaoude 
who was killed defending it in 1860, finished by his family including his son 
Yacoub. The Church has been the center of community life for centuries. 
The joke was told during the war when the town was being shelled, of 
people praying: “St Joseph, please help us” (Ya Mar Youssef Redd Anna). 
When a shell hit the Church itself, people prayed: “St Joseph, please help 
yourself’ (Ya Mar Youssef Redd An Helak) ©. But St Joseph did protect, 
and Maska and Ghabeh survived the war with minor damage. 


The Church was significantly renovated in 1993 by our friend Pierre Michel. 
But this was nothing compared to the Miracle he pulled recently (at a cost 
of $Millions). The dynamic Philanthropy of Pierre Michel has changed the 
town, rebuilt a magnificent St Joseph's, with a completely furnished 
community center, offices, and a magnificent cross. He has given us alla 
lesson in love of family. He personally supervised the construction, 
employing tens of village youths in the process, and every aspect of the 
design carries his signature. His faithful helper and friend, Father Nahed, 
unfortunately did not live to see the result, being killed in an accident with 
his young wife and kids. 


In addition, Pierre’s gifts to Maska and Oyoun also enriched the Churches 
there, building the Maska Church “Qarmid’ roof, and expanding the Oyoun 
Church land. He is now rebuilding the church in Qaratada across the valley. 

His poem written on a plane ride recalling his Grandpa’s wishes “to Raise 
the “Dar” (Hearth) like the Olden ones did” is a tender pean to love of home 

and family, and he has fulfilled that wish by spades. 
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WHAT CAN ONE MAN WITH FAITH DO? 


New St Joseph 
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First Renovation in 90° s: Pierre Michel, Victor, AbounG Hanna, Elias Abdallah, 
Joseph Elias, Tony Sami, ale Michel 









Abouna Hanna 
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St Joseph — Ghabeh 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 248 


NEW HOPE 
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New Church Design 
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Church Hall; Square below for All occasions 
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Wall Mural in Church Hall 
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At the Bottom of the Stairs, a Picture from on High 
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Don’t think he has gone away, 
His Journey ‘s has just begun 
Life holds so many facets 
this earth is only one 
Just think he is resting 
a place of warmth & comfort 
are there are no days & years 
ink how he must be wishing 
That we could know today 
How nothing but our sadness 
Can really pass away 
And think of him as living 
n the hearts of those he touched..... 
For nothing loved is ever lost 
And he was loved so much 


Church Martyrs: our Priest Father Nahed Tadros & his family dying of 
an accident during the construction of the Church; The first Martyr 
was Father Ibrahim Aboujaoude in 1860, killed by the Druze horde in 
front of the Church he started. 
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Father Michel Attiyeh Church Lady Josephine 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 256 


GHABEH CROSS 
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Church Square, Eid el Salib 
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1860'S 


Father lbrahim, the founder of the Ghabeh Church, & his son Yaacoub 
were prolific writers. 
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In the library of Dr. Sami Haddad-Beirut (No. 20) dating back to the 
year (1858) - Copied by Yaacoub El-Khoury Ibrahim Abu Jawdeh in 
Ghabeh - Brumana-Lebanon. 
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Good Friday & Easter 
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GHABEH FOLKS 
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George Yaacoub & Pierre Michel 
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Ghabeh Christmas 
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Edward Saad Maska and Ghabeh in New Jersey Church Festival 





Asaad & 
Ghada 


Mansour {4 George Michel Boulos and Family 
(with ie zs”. 


Fares & 
Joe 
Zalzal) in 
Paris 


a 5 


M4 b a 


--_ : 
———— 
—— 


©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 280 





©ssa 


Ghabeh Xmas 


Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 





Page 281 





1) 
WT 

TUE 

ty) 

















i =i, i 
Beit Michel above; Kabbush kids below 
ee pee 







*. . 








nae a 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 282 





— _ 


Ghabeh Kids Sunday Activities at the Church Complex 






Raymond — ni 3 Generations 

Chekrallah — ; of Beit Asaad: 
Joseph, son 
Charbel, & 
Grandson 
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Generations 
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Cousins, two Generations 
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Cousins: Sammy, Mira, Danny, Eva 
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The Bus trips, family fun on wheels 
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Hanna, Basketball Champs for 
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AUB scientists see great potential in algae production - our Own 
Dr Yusuf Adib Abujawdeh 
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The study identified more than twenty species of local microalgae with the potential 
for economic exploitation.(Photo courtesy of AUB) 


BEIRUT: Scientists from the American University of Beirut have released the results of a three-year study on the potential 
commercial uses of Lebanon's coastal microalgae, citing possible applications in medicine, agriculture, nutrition and as renewable 
source of biofuel. 


Part of EU-backed project entitled “Production of biofuels from microalgae in selected Mediterranean Countries ENP] MED- 
ALGAE,” the study identified more than 20 species of local microalgae with the potential for economic exploitation. 


Dr. Yusuf Abou Jawdah, who led the study with professors Youssef Mouneimne and Kamal Bouhadir, pointed to the unique 
properties of microalgae, which could drive its adoption for use in a number of sectors. “Microalgae have very high potential to 
produce biomass, faster than any other organism — 10 to 30 times the production of other plants,” Abou Jawdah told The Daily Star. 


As it grows under different conditions than traditional crops, microalgae’s cultivation does not require the same input of resources. 


“They do not compete with food [crops] for land or water — you can use sea water to produce [them]. You don’t need good quality 
land, you can grow in tanks. People can even grow it on their rooftops,” Abou Jawdah said. 


The study is being conducted as part of a collaboration between AUB, the Lebanese Association for Energy Saving and for 
Environment (AMLEE), and 10 other organizations from Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta and Egypt. 


The AUB team focused on the viability of local microalgae cultures, as the composition of different species can vary dramatically. 
“What we do is we go and collect samples and look at what they’re composed of — their oil content, their protein, the quality of the 
oil.” 


Though microalgae-sourced biofuel is not yet commercially viable, increased research and improved cultivation methods could 
make it so very soon. Abou Jawdah said one U.S. company already claims to be producing at a competitive price. “There [will be] 
great potential in five years.” 
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Biofuel is just one byproduct of cultivation, and the costs of its production could be partially offset by other applications of the algae. 
The study has identified a number of such opportunities. 


The chemical profiles of some species could make them candidates for use as a nutritional supplement. “If you look at water use 
efficiency for making protein, its 20 times more efficient than beef ... we even have some with high [levels of] Omega 3 fatty acids,” 
Abou Jawdanh said. 


Some contain antibacterial and antibiotic qualities that could make them suitable for use in farming and agriculture. “In Lebanon we 
have a big market for poultry and they use a lot of antibiotics for preventive treatment. Now [if] we can give them microalgae, they 
don’t need the antibiotics, grow healthier, [and] their meat and eggs are more nutritious,” Abou Jawdah said. 


Abou Jawdah added that it has the potential to be developed as an organic pesticide. 
“There is evidence that if you spray it on plants they become more immune to pests, and grow better.” 
If successfully developed, it could help relieve some of the massive abuse of toxic chemicals in Lebanon’s agricultural sector. 


Abou Jawdah said the next step is construction of a facility to grow and process the microalgae. “A bio refinery — that’s what we are 
calling for in our research.” 


He claimed investors were already lining up. “They came for oil, but [now] they may invest in bio refineries for the antibiotic and 
other [applications].” 


AMLEE has already begun mapping potential sites for microalgae cultivation. “We should complete our studies in two years, and if 
we can confirm our results ... something very interesting could happen,” Abou Jawdah said. 


“It’s been very promising.” 





Marie Mikhail (Khoury) 
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Those Oldies but Goodies... Pray for us always... 
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~ Good Friday 





Rony Nadim 
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Beit Elias Naoum 
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GHABEH CHARACTERS 


some memorable folks who have enriched, and enlightened our life: 


©ssa 


Abdo Majid (RIP), owner of El Pino in Brummana, one of the first 
“Chic” restaurants in the area. 

Pierre Michel, a rising star who has bestowed incredible generosity 
on his village, totally restoring and expanding the Church, fixing roads 
and walls, and helping many silently and kindly. Pierre is the owner 
and Managing Director for Arabiya Ourdoors Advertising in Saudi 
Arabia and UAE. 

Nabil Michel Kaisar, head of Middle East Airlines office in Cyprus. 
Victor Naim Hammam, RIP, a vice-president at Banque d'Industrie et 
Travail, our handsome cousin gone too soon. His son Rabie now a 
Director at DG-Jones in Qatar. 

Amin George Amin, Mayor, an active social and development director 
of village affairs. 

Guy Sarrouh, well known broadcaster in the UAE. 

Graziella Abujawdeh, an MD in Massachusets, US. 

George Amin, el-Mukhtar, active in Politics, finance and industry. 


sl Jnsgull 


ll 





Mukhtar George Amin 
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Mayor Amin George Amin Guy Sarrouh on the Air in Dubai 
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Nabil Michel Kaisar at MEA Office in Cyprus Graziella Abujawdeh, MD 


Graziella Abu-Jawdeh, MD 

Pathology; North Shore Health System - Commonwealth Pathology Partners, PC; 81 
Highland Avenue, Salem, MA 01970 ;Phone: (978) 354-4101; Fax: (978) 825-6504 

Board Certified: Cytopathology, 1996; Pathology, 1992 ; Medical School: American University of 
Beirut, 1983 ; Residencies: Northwestern University School of Medicine, 1991; 

American University Medical Center, Beirut, Lebanon, 1984; Fellowship: Massachusetts General 
Hospital, 1991 ;Clinical Interests: Cytopathology; Gynecologic Pathology; Hematopathology 
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Victor Naim AJ, Directeur General, Banque D’Industrie et Travail 


©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 329 


ching Larsen Ge oLlejgall cn» ris py 
A glLall cL pySbilly Jan sll ailb Lary gle 
ASsaIy TaLGal) abe gill meal “alae Slay cS gsdall 
JS Go oli Gall Gra, LL ge “ SLilly 
Salt Sel Mc ginll cued! ye AGL! Solio 
age gf LISS aul! shaded I gull bolus! 
Laaiall M5 ps GLeV, La g8 yg Lugle tual 
LEY Lasts daw gall Ladals GIiVly Zuni 5! 
SUSHI GUSH S13 G2 OLLa, G33 lye II 
Balas clase Syoad « galeall aay Lisl 
fuss S) Aids sald Coll Gusts Ged 
Anes adits Gile Glual « ble S550 
Algal obo Lall suo 3 VLainy Lises Laas ¢ 9535 
Liss Ge 42915 JS Ge dll! SYLeall SLI, 
lal 

Ruski ys Sol silly Riga) ALGa ci gl oa 
ce olytall Lygdey Saye gil Gob 5 deal 
ASI ally Aaially dy prtully Qadri, Ayo laall 459 
vase olablls coil 6 yall olay Gel 
Zalatll aljly5 ate pat Le clatucall cle gll te | 
Cr) gd Mobs LE 43 sissy Aas ally Shall y Aeludls 
BVA y clit y curlauall 2 1 

Sjghall heed eau Migh Lajgad gl<, 
silly 2014 pla GLAU! SL lly sola er 
Shall Luusye | pe Qglaill — aa! Les 
andy Gaegal play Uae Ga Ly, 
agiall go lG SL all Gets US 

orally Gully Mall Gal atu 

(ss) Ayia)! 45 all ied Glyvall Gla da pus 
; dalle — lease CAG 





Gta) — TAA UA all py Oy U53 oles! 
Taahll jglill La» Tal isl Ss 
oaall JLI oLisa 
Clue GIS4 «acsre elyais siles SM asLa¥l 
PLU 05g) alia 
o paliutly a yahoualls 5 pa lust! 
ist Guls Sus Yl aa Yl & eee Dice 4Sbs Ga 535 
asl cle dle! assy asa “gah S83 
Y s8 cil ogeally «sleall assy Slsbil & 
3 8 glall ¢ Laull Syed a 
Soe ball, Assit, aolGall ab oll qanill 
bg Oe sual S5b55 
iig ht Cre gil dosed (9 Laila 





B9}}) pg 629-> ou! Igual 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 330 





9081 29 pt adinaall pla gol cue g wiladhs ono 5 ue 6 pi9 
Lal i da SS God 65 yas shemiadl & 55 oloaial! 51g pi 

1 jkaang i g be uta heel tal 1 tac enam Pen E oe 
Labial - band (oui — guint 9 themed 2 Gide oh 6.2% Gy 55 yi 





Saale MANS Coa g he (pies (aly WB gles 8 Cita 8 55h Go Leyte Ly iftie ans 


‘GUSY 9 oui! Lgs3 F956 Maul! s dasel| 73 alt! Ls ped cd! aL dass)! ais! AU .dlales 3 Yio 3 >! Kae 


| Se | ! * 
Na! 2 552) Cpegs SI acd peed! 6} lo LES 

ar © . ° be . ae =? ii . . -~ . ss ° . —@ -~i? 1 qr} “TT . 
ee uc elelkes Cyl puny cgilees II $ Seams meer: igilim IIS ‘@ Lal ~~ u-' C34 = —< s< Fla Wle Sa! gis Lge DB) 


C2gd Vy ago gues 9 Thieall JalS Cpeury sed O39 call pe preais Npla ling... a yue clatacy dole Sig Jie ties lglg s 
Ls polis S359. ud elelacs dinles eles elise c yumi: 2993 5389 e229 Cpu, Locka’ G bie .. Me cles Glo, 
Cueig ales diay dis 5, Leigls C4 ue = Sshasw Clolaily cololl y9 poetry cise 5959 tunes arly cud) (guages Jele JL 
ws ISL Sa: Les! 38! elec jn Jae sbalacs dem) 63959 blive alive y yogis, Sly pee SLine glial! fuel 5h La gta 

Opus clalres Cire wl IS 


HS 6 970 ole Lisa gil deol! Nes uss Jol Oe S 9 Elly Sloatly ducal Ygury alll ool yl co “uit Lily day ga Iie 
oo : -Ulo}o dln» fate) 


+e ial} 


Lai +L, (oa clk LiSgo C49 iS ly dil 9 a4alLain crite gS! gore a Cress | Leas! ontledl C wo) dol 
| “ | wical 05] LS Lilley dmg dadnei SI Guucaliel! JS Line oS jLatl & SHsally Alsall Jam 2 cplacilit 


o1aNy \yady a o 





mY Cpitetdy 
Sage gi Sigh 


7 ever-Dynamic Tony Sami — Rayess Antoun 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 331 


©ssa 





Aasilg 4alSEU gio! qarilln juss, dalS Gs 
Saga gal Global saul! « Sl pully 

Sppaall (ib yl p gall Lia (93 palin Ge JS Sa 
peal glial Jy SL Gaal! clisll ay 
JS co 93! Gulll Galgilly . lyally Lee Sab Slay 
— = Sy ge 5G — Aaa jaw — loee — Gublb ob 
— Ld giull — jo gill 94-5256 — cba — ell os 
Aysloall — gsi — asas — Lae — Og piall Legs 
gas — Gusts Alle — Llane — Gla: Leal — 
(gly — Lytul Adal — [Se — dla — Une Gestios 
© Ryggall Lista Gye GSU Loads Gately oye 

Sm pgall Lye Sal Lyole Sm pyall apiuall 
gm (gel IpSatny agialS IySo eyall GUY obs 
gas saly opens Mpdpery Ghyll Lpsaley Gua 
Sgiege Slyauddy sslllead cladgl ised! Gas 
Ga ple Listy! 25 Ainglicg osjaiy Ssrdes 
Geol spay bls dpe Gib Gnally cboll 
J agre GLa! (ssidis easly) 

scylgahally pall Sy glauly <JUsYl aris Ly asia 
Syaue LaSeg SOY ode cove! che pull Las 





VO y.\¥ Gus OSLE 


Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 





cise Juls pela! Sssuad (ys 

Lgallas p»aiuy Sopradll Lov 
Lysis jie sl Litas L, 

Gusblly rat! Gprt-- +2 
lyalds sly od Spat J 

GaN gigi! Gane alure 

Garey U—SyY Lee b> O34 
Lye 35 JS Lis LI 

Ged gS Ane SLL 
pe S, lids bs | 

Gasol! joie pladl gle J all 
Sastwtle J cengr tl Gee Geel 


Lyre G fy 1S p> ty 








Page 332 


©ssa 


pe pie CAI Ves dale; dude a gill Le 55 
SS ght) Bell cilia 5 (Lehi dil LD Shs 
igh tye. gals Ligier, tll Sh al el 0 
dudlall Lisall. aroall old cle Ala 2.Lalt 
i Ab Gey Mies aisle tt — Bind es tas 
cy LgILS Lu ue 2 alee easy Lisl 
od Jai YI gle ¢ 5455 Sow eslall G2 05 44h 
Gila fee gl yaaa alld Lyle, La, 
Bou ANGS . iS spay Glarall Gore Ls 
UHibne da dense) igttall UY Stites aaihs 
ule Go BVY ols (LEY Jae sya GLA 
Claas Sees oble ¢55 JS Coe JSe 
rach Slt acticy whic ctllay hse hile 
Igle y GList aul Mgrs, call JUS Go eases 
lags sa 


Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 





gulf Jyhasceyraipeyally a3 ghee pally ag hii 
seks preg IBY Eases eall alSe sre cel paull 
ee osotll ching al GLall ook fino danen 
Sb albll 2, Yl oda Cp 545 

bali a stigncshitll Grice Raitt te. (al lay 
Apis agli Gh god) pe: aalaall aghel 
PLU Gasall cLag dle 4,9! oda pirags 
sds damall JS Lis aS Sb sll jsue le La gaitle 
alin Ys 

tilly Zaiatll ala aut 2 ally Lol 
aSa pats el paul aSs935 9 aSiclisdy aSiagss Sl ills 
ics Lah AS CaS gS LSA pny Bone aay 
(stall at sl daassl pial Cad Spb VW 5a le a gall 
Sylidall day dill srry GAN Ga GLA spt 
_glasWy Sally lly 


Hele CALE. VA 





Page 333 


GN) eo pall ddgm Cuiti, Suiuad (yc 


g ju ave Wr ove Lago y 





What he did for Maska, he is now doing Nationwide, for all Lebanon 
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Our Poet 
Laureate, 
Elie Hanna 
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MASKA CHARACTERS 


some memorable folks who have enriched, and enlightened our life: 


- Uncle Karim, a super-successful entrepreneur, running the “Crazy 
Horse” Saloon in Beirut, employing many from the village. A famous 
hangout for tourists, my Grandfather, on his first visit to Beirut, was 
unimpressed, cussing everybody and threatening Karim to tell his 
father what den of vice he ran ©, booze and all. Karim also ran many 
famous restaurants, and eventually ran Kish Island Casinos in Iran 
before the Fall of the Shah, then transferring his Iranian contacts in 
California into a lucrative Real estate business there. 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Crazy Horse 


—_ Dynamics CapitAL Group 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS, FINANCE & PARTNERSHIPS 
- Charbel Semaan, our valiant Club Leader and Aboujaoude Family 
Association representative, who is making a difference by energizing 
our youth and our Church. Charbel also runs a major Architecture 
firm, designing many Churches and major infrastructure in the Arab 


world. hitp://charbelaj.com/ 
- Edward Semaan, a renowned Eye Doctor in Delaware, US. 


http://www.delawareeyeclinics.com/ 

- Salim Semaan, a renowned Physician in Indiana, US. 

- Raymond Emile, a senior leader in the construction industry in Paris. 

- Elie Bishara, founder of Teledata, Lebanon’s biggest computer 
company. http://www.teledatalb.com/ 

- Roger Bishara, a Vice President at AT&T in Dallas, Texas, anda 
funny character to boot. 

- Dr Joseph Adeeb, Professor at AUB and advisor to the Minister of 
Agriculture. 

- Salim Sami, ex-Vice President at AT&T and Lucent Technolgies in 
the US and in EMEA (Holland, AbuDhabi, Riyadh & Cairo). 

- Marc Maurice, owner of a large computer company employing many 
in Lebanon and the US. hittp://omweb.com/Pages/ 

- Michel Jihad, Champion car racer. 

- Estaz Albert Yousef Hanna, founder of a school in Lebanon, now 
leased by the state. 
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- Elie Charbel, champion Volleyball player with Bouchrieh club. 

- Pierre Farah, CEO pf a major Food Supply company in Kuwait & The 
Gulf Region. 

- Halim Farah, singer (“Ya ma Oyouni Raka3ou w-Sallou”) & now 
businessman in Kuwait. Brother Robert a virtuoso musician as well, 
music running in their veins (Father Emile also a crooner, with the 
right Arak incentives ©). 

- Gabi Semaan, Mayor of Tarchich, and very active in regional politics. 

- Brother Tony organizing heritage Hafles all over, surrounded by 
Ministers, Miss Lebanons and Generals, his PR skills unmatched. 
Any other country and he would be a major celebrity. 

- Salim “Sico” Ghaway, |ITK Champion for 2012. 

- Kamal Elias Naoum, Director of the “Daman” (Social Security Office) 
in Tripoli district & now in Beirut. 

- Naoum Elias Naoum, noted scholar and PhD in Philosophy. 

- Edmond Ghaleb (RIP), head of “Sanaye3” school, and prominent 
educator and leader. 

- Our great friend Jean Youssef Maroun, Floor Manager for Middel 
East Airlines in Beirut Airport. Many of our travels have been greatly 
facilitated by his “influence” and help, especially when he arranged 
for Plane-side car and escort to the VIP lounge on our first return 
from Holland. 

- Uncle Hafiz Fadlallah, a leading businessman in Kuwait in his days, 
but more famous for his “Zajal” poetry and “Raddat” (Qerradi) 
snippets. At an early age (14-16) he had written a couple of books, 
including an Arabic course, and several story translations. 

- Kamal Farid, owner of a large Printing company in Buffalo, anda 
prominent member of NAM (National Association of Maronites) in the 
US. 

- Elie Hanna, owner of a large Carpentry business, and our village 
poet. 

- Sassine Cha’aya Abujawdeh, head of Cedarsgroup in New Jersey. 


The Cedars Group Inc. - Consulting Engineers 
Tel. 732-826-4500 www.thecedarsgroup.net 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/thecedarsgroupengineers 
Email: CGli@aol.com Saseen Abujawdeh 
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CATARACT SURGERY 
CORNEAL Transplant 
DSAEK 


Accomodating Lenses 
Restor-Rezoom-Crystalens 


Edward S. A. Jaoude, M.D. 


Board Certified Ophthalmologist 
LASIK, Cataract and Corneal Transplant 
Surgeon 


Edward 5.4. Jaoude,MD is a Board Certified Ophthalmologist who recently 
relocated to the Southern Delaware area from The Emory University in Atlanta, 


Ds 


and Refractive Surgery. 





Our services 
Dr Jaoude graduated from Medical School in 1994 atthe American University 
Dry Eyes of Beirut and joined the John's Hopkins University for a 2 years Fellowship in 
Neurosciences. 
Blephartis 


After Completing his internship and 2nd year in General Surgery training at The Boston University, Boston, MA, 
Dr. Jaoude joined the department of Ophthalmology at the University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY to complete 
his training in Ophthalmology. During his last year of training, Or Jaoude served as a Chief Resident atthe 
department of Ophthalmology atthe University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY. Or Jaoude then joined The Emory 
University, Atlanta, Georgia where he completed Fellowship training in Cataract Surgery, Cormeal 


Normal Vision 


Common Vision Problems 
Myoana-Hyperopia-Astigmatism 





Our Physicians ; c — i oe 
Transplantation and Laser Surgery to correct myopia (Near Sightedness), hyperopia (Far Sightedness) and 
Testimonials astigmatism. 
Patients Forms 
To setup an appointment with Dr. Jaoude please call Delaware Eye Clinics at 302 684-2020 
Job Opportunities 







Master Coach Karim Jaude’s 
The Smart Real Estate Investors Guide 


Your Road Map to Wealth in Any Economy 





How Can Smart Investors Make the Best of a 
Real Estate Market That Has Changed Forever? 





e Structure your partnership 

* Raise capital for your investment 
« Get the best loan & terms 

« Manage properties effectively 


Spend the day with a pane! of six industry veterans who will speak from 


DYNAMICS 
CAPITAL 


Your Partner in Real Estate 


Proudly Presents 
The Smart Real Estate Investor's Seminar 


THE ART OF NEGOTIATION 


How to get what you want and more by 
giving the other party what they need. 


Exclusive networking opportunities with the speakers and attendees 


Karim Jaude Maicoim S. McNedl David B. Connelly 


Sam Freshrnan Daniel J. Weintraub Douglas Kolker 





years of experience, personally, and in detail, on the ‘ins and outs’ of 
conducting a successful syndication deal from start to finish! 


Tuesday, January 21°, 2014 
7:00pm-9:00pm 
Luxe Hotel-Brentwood 
11461 Sunset Boulevard Los Angeles, CA 90049 


To REGISTER please call, email or visit us at 
www.DynamicsCapital.com 


$25 in advance or $35 at the Door 


karim@dynamicscapital.com (310) 471-0650 
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~ PE. Souad Assaf presenting the club address 





Charity — Mira Garden donation 
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MASKA BROUMANA - Po, Box 141 Broummana 
TEL: 00961 4 960817- 00961 3 677762 


cjaoude@hotmail.com - cjaoude@charbelaj.com 
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Industries Products Client Resources Company 


Michel is the 
youngest driver in 
lebanon, still building 
on his racing skills 


and experience, but 


he has the passion 
and commitment 

to the sport that 
spots him out as a 
promising driver with 
a bright future ahead 


617-207-7080 
Join a Meeting | Contect us 


Partners Events 





Quick Links 
(WJ Solutons 
EB Industries 
{} Products 
} Brochure 


Newsroorr 


CJ Demos 


[> How to Buy 


Contact Us 


A. Voice: 617-207-7080 


& Email Us 





Who Are We? 


PMWeb, Inc. is a dynamic tearm of experienced software professionals that 
recognized a need arnong our construction and facility management clients 
for a comprehensive, integrated solution wth global access for their 
employees and associates. We recognized the need and answered it wth our 
flagship product, PMWeb, 


What Do We Do? 


We design and build software that gives our clients a competitive edge in 
their market. 


Notable Gients 


Manufacturing / Energy 
General Electnc 
San Diego Gas & Electric 


Ureversity 


Harvard 
Cornell Medical College 
Johns Hopkans University 


American Uneversity 


Government 

New York City 

Government of Mexico 
State Of Connecticut 

Lake Oswego Water District 


Retard 

Delaware North Companies 
CBRE Richard Ellis 
Wegmans Food Markets 
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Jdeideh - Main Branch 
Essayleh Street, Jdeideh Beirut, Lebanon 
Elie B. Boujaoude | 


Director & General 
Manager 


Telephone: 01- 
874555 

Ext.: 313 

Mobile: 03-212369 
elie@teledatalb.com 





01-872408 04-872410 01-874555 —01-878555 —01-888337 —03-212369 
Jdeideh Dealers  Ext-300 Dora Dora Dealers 





New Arrivals 
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ROGER ABOUJAOUDE 
AT&T Vice President of Service 


Delivery and E-Servicing Systems 





APCA Corporate Leadership Award 


Roger Aboujaoude is Vice President of Service Delivery and E-Servicing Systems Development for 
AT&T Services, Inc. He leads the implementation of major Target Architecture initiatives to integrate 
AT&T operations across technologies (IP/VPN, VoIP, Voice, and Data) and business processes 
(ordering, maintenance, and billing). Roger introduced the Dark Factory Model to AT&T through 
initiatives that deliver service to customers untouched by human hands. The pillars of this strategy 
were a portal to extend the factory to external customers and to provide an accurate common data 
warehouse. Roger devised the IT strategy to deliver a secure integrated portal known as 
BusinessDirect. He also introduced the concept of virtual data warehousing through an active data-bus 


that integrated more than 140 databases under the same data model. 


Prior to his current assignment, Roger held a variety of positions of increasing responsibility and 
challenges during his 19-year career at AT&T. He joined AT&T Bell Laboratories as a Member of 
Technical Staff in January 1988. During his career, he led the implementation of Expert Diagnostic 
Systems for Maintenance, the deployment of ATM/SONET infrastructure, and the definition of 
operations and systems for many of AT&T's leading offers and services including IP, Frame, ATM, 
Private Line, ACCU-Ring, Local, Packet, FTS-2000, and ISDN. 


Roger enforces software development methodologies that deliver Best-In-Class productivity, quality, 
and cycle time. Many of his programs have won the most prestigious AT&T and industry awards. He 
was awarded the 2005 AT&T Science and Technology Medal for outstanding leadership and innovation 
in system development. He also holds patents and pending patents in virtual data warehousing, 
integrated order management, directory-enabled services, 3D visualization of KPIs, unification of 


business systems, best-of-breed data selection, service notification, and order scheduling. 


He holds both a Bachelor's degree and a Master's degree in Electrical Engineering (Summa cum laude) 


from Oklahoma State University. 
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Roger serves as both a mentor and an executive champion for Asian Pacific Islanders for Professional 
and Community Advancement (APCA), an employee resource group at AT&T Inc. He is married to 
Hala, and they reside in Ocean Township, New Jersey (recently moved to Dallas, Texas) with their two 


children, Andrew and Amanda. He is fluent in Arabic and reads/understands French. 








Roger, Character & Friend 
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— GULF % NEWS 


abloid 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1994 


INTERNATIONAL EXHBBITION & Conrenence 
{5 ame} APRIL Ii, 





Sam Abujawdeh of AT&T, Jamal Saif Jawan _ the U.S. Embassy seen at the MIDCOM inter- 
of Etisalat, Firoz Kassam of ETI, James Kfouri national exhibition and conference press 
of Infocentre and Charles Kestonbaum of meet held at the Abu Dhabi Hilton Hotel 


| made the Tabloids! © 


oi Wenlerts ai\iences & giner Aciit 





Telecom Geneva 
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Gabi with Interior Minister Charbel, & ex- President Amin Gemayel 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 348 


oo Gayla ir 2 lid... SSS! Slow gly 


= Ce dy CELLS dzala Cys 144) di 7 AS aol ig jars Lpaigs 60. o> ) at 
NS pel 58 Ag Led O 5 pill 5 ASL Aaclall 8 LOY! are 5s 

ey pice roger meankt ) plc 643 pues (yl gic sia SY, jain) eat ert} elaill 
ost Arald ; ACD ES aicluai a> cgill 44) yall, ata) ais galas 4ncluy| 45 bj co jalad 
pascal) 495 DLA 4 4a Ladll 5 iS letra -y gweaal) aunt lar 

Ci 5b | jae g Le Gi La YAS) g ay Lidall aducal (ys ley pe TEs Gye SL lila Vigall alow 
«geal Ge) 929 La yaad LS yaad cl peur gas eGlae 9 dais «ya YI ep paul cdga penal lial 
1 Cllaaall Glad 5 5 gly OY gall ua Cie 5 gi 

S21 4 3) jell - Jay) 4 OS Wri ¢ (Go39 54) Saal 5 Aunrigl WiiSe ¢ Liialy deiue Lil. 
ddd Arig) 45) jad) 48 ans LS sinay (waall Jas gall Arwlias ewan ill ist 
Adie giac 6¢§ Clelball, GUbLal Jal cloin YI aba ¢ ) Soll 4 Arig Sloe 54 48 93 I} Asc! 
Lad GAS 5 Aue gill gab (yuh ys dined! air Wad 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 349 


30Oyount Yama Raka3ou 
w Sallou 


7Hatta 7habayeb Albi 
Ytellou 
W Kamshe mni trab el 
7habayeb 


es oriental \\\ Bteswa —— 3alam 


Gp al) G8 lca aly 
: Gro O49 See ts Re lSe 
eT 9 Soeoe cu em iene) 


Bolts Tay Aric ol) 13 a3) nee ol aval 


EPL ai 


{~~ 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 350 


























ee is ARK JSlixe Jos bic line 
= % >) aes a « i" | * 
TRE os en OR 
alah LS cep sni pa! cre nae os 
8 Sespatl aint ab al De 


| ae 
7 ao or 









: elk oat 





ct : ang ase tees 
ae je 2 Adag pall Jolt 
ae. - .039>52! 2») 























ecralalls 4; U4) Lucalies (lS : ee 


papal Gloaylaee 29 
coll Leaa! po @ 


sc ill gy Ayal el 2 LAI _ pail cal 


Psy et, Eee | es 


. ae 5g alas! : . me \ alia _yudsig 
: elle jgSall oa igh! Wine yA Cn peel asl! 38 > 





RN caper WCEP eLSIE. = 
se Bags yl 4 pe 2-455 a? 
ro AA) ale pavaaey) 


| as 3 hall ok SS 
VALY ale «eg ob) 254) os 2 3 
er pee bah ales 
ay peal A gull 
SS pall Abgall (2 Bge LS Ligue Beal Ot OP ae 
alee ciudg red 2ty! das)! legs Boia 
“ om 8 % a irs : e ta { 
Sia Sl ous fis ea ae, sLigabeg 14d Tt 
‘ i ey wi sur n9 4 . -f 
Lage Ijlent poe J jpaag Leles SLB 


sa « jaslly Lig pe celal! G05 cael? 
anions ennclngt Se Ts eal 
Soe, Ua ana Achct=* mes lent) aaa ae 
ee: . ene ist auaS Lads 1423 Lely tell oth OO 
celal usae e902 noe 
i... sigalg itl fos 
E pe a ee » Wie \ . je = vw 
aigh! C19 Aig de pts ales JH ; (9S wll Lev Ot Oa 
Be Pg a, Nahe yagoll Auli e La 49 : 
Aude 2 az bail AT ie | oe ae ee ee 
Sear Ais VO (2 pSY ileal egy ek ; me, 
on gill Laie egillss  f 
eee ae 
ail Mags aals 12) Ig pau yLoly aud1 aS! joss! Gong dus 








A5.itl9 


ve 
1 


VAAN /2V/ 2) 2 2dele 


Led 4m or ve aes Stipe co pueri|eep he 
2 “vast Jacth ebtb — abs Cries! 9 onsial ae 
Aa oe ay mses yl 2 aeedL cee 
ee See Sete | Gamutg Auld : 9 oe je ea (irae sis 
pei =i A ive | Bi 
Bee Ae es i lot alee 2, RN yo 
4 hee, % ate eal} -pughl aaegub 
ball tall pall JB Gs Webel aise gt! cae olay 
Sesi( earn tee als nett ealills Sige cen eines & 
Spe 8 IG A Nes tell YE a glotanl Oe ams Chaeaalenae 
Gl. dats pene fue | Auldly Awd ceca, ‘. 
as dale tul27 ek nls east ose 
pki calizes 2 clbegdel! Se 7 os. r gt % fae ae ee 









©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 351 


ET SP ni 


7: 


. 
, 
f. 
, 
‘ 
6 


oe 
‘ 
OD | 


i"? 


. : . t -_ b 
<> fu we 2 
5S tT — / aS me . 


First Book Published in Maska — by Hafiz Aboujaoude 
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Delft Printing, Inc. — America’s #1 Union Printer 





— Delft Printing, Inc. is a unionized commercial printing company offering a wide range of printing services 
and products. You can rely on our consistent, friendly and timely service on all your printing projects. From 

—= concept to finished product, we streamline all the elements of your print project to ensure successful 

» outcomes. Our union print professionals provide you with winning concepts, compelling graphic design, 

and superior printing and finishing capabilities that deliver results. We have the latest in digital and offset 







printing capabilities for projects that require high quality and quick turnaround. 


We have the very best in commercial printing equipment, run by highly experienced craftsmen, to address 
all of your printing needs. 


Whether it’s Black & White printing or Full-Color printing, our commitment to excellence and technical 
> expertise guarantees a finished product you'll be proud of. 


Kamal Farid’s Printing Company in Buffalo 






Testimonials 
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Elie Hanna Our Poet Michel Jihad Michel 
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| General Eduardo Bullaude, son of Khater Julio) Bullaude, 
Argentine Army General 
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IMMIGRATION 


Maska has always had immigrants, like all Lebanese towns. The Hard life 
in Old Times, and expanded opportunities (plus the War) in Recent times, 
have pushed many to leave their beloved village for Greener pastures, 
while still yearning for their mountain home. It is the hardest decision to 
make — softened only by returning sons and daughters, who revive our 
village with their kindness and generosity. 


| remember the huge events when | first immigrated, the first of the new 
generation to leave (Followed by Abdallah Najla & Khalil Farid) and start a 
wave that still continues. Feasts of reception on return, reminding you of 
the value of family and the closeness of old times. Having kept close watch 
by photos and stories carried back by friends (Cameras with film sent often 
for them to take pictures), | recognized many on return after a 10 year 
absence, including the very young. Deeb (Wolf) was greatly amused when | 
recognized him, telling him | sort of remembered his name- Dog, Chien- 
Loup, or something like that ©. 


The more | returned, though, the smaller the events ©. Soon | will have to 
take a taxi from the airport ©. 
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Farewell Before my first Trip to US — Brother Tony, Asaad, Victor 
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Siham, Hafiza, Henry, Dad, Roro (and my pullups bar ©) 
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The Kids, Roro and Michi inhand, Roro Nadia, Sandra Nuhad, Aimee, 
Karime, Fares, Christina, Rochdi, Tony Siham, Fadlo 


Elie I-Madi, Khali Asaad, Andre, Viko 
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The Old Gang, Joseph Adib, Uncle Michel Deeb, Anis, Dad, Hafiz 
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Gus, me, Elias AbouDiwan, Joseph, Robert : 
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Bon Voyage — Dad, me & Uncle Henry 
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Maskawites bil Mahjar... Khalil, Salim, Joseph in Cincinnati 
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Some of those are from Maska © - incl. 2300 Bullaudes in Argentina 
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MASKA & GHABEH IN THE USA 


The Maska Aboujaoude clan in the USA has been there for over a century. 


The Largest section 1s in the Buffalo/Niagara Falls area, although you couldn’t tell 
from the family names. Given the amusing loose immigration system of the old 
days, people stepping off the boat would be asked their name for registration. Now, 
if you came from a village of Aboujaoudes, you normally didn’t introduce yourself 
as George Aboujaoude... in the village, you would be George Elias, or George 
Roffle, if your dad was Elias or Roffle. And so it was, with Buffalo now hosting 
large numbers of Roffles and Eliases, as well as Anthonys and others. Aunt Rose, 
‘“Khalto” of Badih, was the first to host the new wave starting with Badih. Her son 
Dale Magee is a prominent doctor in Massachusets and recently held senior public 
office as the Health Comissioner of the city of Worcester. Mark Roffle is a 
prominent businessman and also an aficiando of Aboujaoude family history, as 
was Abe Elias. 
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The Buffalo Elias and Roffle Branch descend from Raji son of Roufail Makhoul 
Rustum Abu Nader from Maska (Kherbet). Raji, whose daughter Nasibi married 
Butros Toubia and whose clan now covers Maska and the US, also had many 
children: Uncle Buck (William) (who enjoyed calling me and Abdlallah ibn Najla 
“Camel Jockeys” ©), Aunt Rose (the current family Matriarch), Mary, George, 
Elias (head of Elias Family in Niagara Falls), Roffle (head of Roffle branch, with 
kids Mark, Ray, Rosana and others), Joseph (died in War) & Butros. 
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Nan, Barb & Mark Roffle 
NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME 
Roffle, Alfred S. 1910 N/A Carmania 
Roffle, William J 1945 N/A 701st Medical Hospital 
Ship Plat 


Aboujaoudes in Buffalo fondly remember Uncle Badih, and his Bailey Avenue 
headquarters for family and friends newly landed. Farid’s Children started there, 
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Kamal still there, Therese in Rochester, Elie in NJ, Khalil in Florida and Jaoude in 
New Hampshire. 

Ghabeh sent contingents to Connecticut (Elie Youssef AJ), Texas (Michel Abdo, 
now in Maine), Montreal & Toronto (Joseph Nassib, Naila Michel — now in New 
Jersey), NJ (Fadi Chafic) and Toufic Fersan’s kids in Florida (previously in Ohio). 


Other Aboujaoudes went to Akron and Youngstown, then still not rusted. Among 
the first was Yousef Boujaoude from Maska. Dr Salim Semaan and Elie Sami 
Aboujaoude started in Akron, Dr Salim now in Indiana, while his brother Edward 
is a distinguished Eye Specialist in Delaware. 


A California contingent also established a base in LA and surroundings for the 
Jaudes, including Maskawite Karim, Antoinette and her kids. Karim’s son Carlos 
is in Texas, along with Roger Bishara, Riad Elias Naoum and his kids, while Eddy 
Bishara is in Oklahoma. 





Sleiman Aboujaoude left Maska (after dispensing with a vagabond across the 
mountain ©) to Detroit, and his children Abdo and Butros went back to Maska 
during WWI- their children (Sleiman, Joseph, Juliette, and including my wife 
Karime) are now back in the US in New Jersey. 


The multiplicity of spellings (Abujawdeh, Aboujaoude, Jowdy, Jaoude, Jaude, 
Boujaoude) launched a joke: our family does not name our kids until they have 
started going to school: if they are “A” students, we call them Aboujaoude; “B” 
students, Boujaoude; anything less gets a Jawdy and other derivatives ©. 
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The later immigrants have spread across the US, and a web search shows about 
600 Aboujaoude families all over. Our annual reunion in New Jersey, Hosted by 
Karime and Eva Abujawdeh, draws about 150 members every year, and growing. 


a NY Os 





Maska Families 1n the US: Farid’s Children (Kamal, Jaoude, Khalil, Elie, Therese) 
in Buffalo, Rochester, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Orlando; Bishara’s 
Children (Roger and Eddie, in Texas and Oklahoma); Semaan’s Children (Salim 
and Edward) in Indiana and Delaware; Sami’s Children (Salim & Elie) in New 
Jersey and Ohio; Elia Romanos’ Children (Abdallah, Marcel, Paul) in Florida; 
Abdo Sleiman’s Children (Karime, Joseph, Sleiman, Juliet, Antoinette) in New 
Jersey; Riad Elias Naoum and his Kids (Dani & Sylva) in Texas. Saloi Fouad in 
California; Georgette Roufail & Saad Bishara in Seattle Washington; The 
Tarshish/Ghabeh Hayeks have Nadine Gibran in Alabama, and Charbel and 


George Hayek in Louisiana. 
Abou Jaoude Picnic 2014 NJ USA 


> 


“= 





Join us 





Saturday, Ausustas at 1:00pm in EDT 
Roosevelt Park in Edisom New Jersey 
Cali Sam Abujstawdeh +41 7323229272 
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NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME 


Abou Jaoude, Jean FS 1955 N/A Pan American Airways 

Abou Jaoude, Abdallah F = 1957 N/A Pan America World 
Airways Inc 

Abou Jaoude, Elia PA 1953 N/A Siboney 

Abou Jaoude, Nassipe 1952 Lebonan Galsd British Empire 

Abou Jaoude, Riad W 1955 N/A Fbbdv 

Abou Jaoude, FrancisRE 1955 N/A Sk 901 

Abou Jaoude, Rachide 1955 N/A Fbbdv 


rey RLDPD |: 


a 


view | Netory Crnter™ of Mle Mew 
First Name: Nassipe 

Last Name: Abou Jaoude 
Place of Birth: Lebonan 

Date of Arrival: 1952 


Age at Arrival: 44 

Gender: Female 

Ship of Travel: Galsd British Empire 
Manifest Line Number: 1 





http://www. libertyellisfoundation.org/passenger-result 
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Sleiman Hatem Goes to America; Zahle somehow a common error 


NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME 
Hatem, Sleiman Meri 1907 Zahle, Syria Roma 


Hatem, Sleiman 1907 Zahle, Syria Roma 
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RT 65 bod 
stew | hetwy Crenter™ of Hie Me 

FirstName: Sleiman 

Last Name: Hatem 

Nationality: Turkey, Syrian 

Last Place of Residence: Zahle, Syria 
Date of Arrival: December 14th, 1907 
Age at Arrival: 20y 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Single 

Ship of Travel: Roma 

Port of Departure: Marseilles 
Manifest Line Number: 0018 
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stow | Netowy Crnter® of Mle Me 
FirstName: Sleiman Meri 
Last Name: Hatem 
Nationality: Turkey, Syrian 
Last Place of Residence: Zahle, Syria 
Date of Arrival: December 14th, 1907 
Age at Arrival: 40y 
Gender: Female 
Marital Status: Widowed 
Ship of Travel: Roma 
Port of Departure: Marseilles 
Manifest Line Number: 0019 
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Raji, Elias 


Raji, Latifa 
—— 
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Raji & Latife - from Kherbet to Buffalo, NY 


1910 Maska, Turky Floride 


1910 Maska, Turky Floride 


mew |b hehey Cooter” of Nie Me 
FirstName: Elias 
LastName: Raji 
Nationality: Turkey, Syrian 
Last Place of Residence: Maska, Turky 
Date of Arrival: November 2nd, 1910 
Age at Arrival: 4m 
Gender: Male 
Marital Status: Single 


Ship of Travel: Floride 


Port of Departure: Havre 
Manifest Line Number: 0011 


| ee | al 


eS ee VV ea YUTUII EULER Ac ASE @) 


AARAARAAARARAARAAAAN AD CSS NG <3) 


ye 
pes Ri MPD | 
Oe on 1 Ji Re 
© i Mehory Creter” of Hlby Me 
First Name: Latifa 
Last Name: Raji 
Nationality: Turkey, Syrian 
Last Place of Residence: Maska, Turky 
Date of Arrival: November 2nd, 1910 
Age at Arrival: 20y 
Gender: Female 
Marital Status: Married 
Ship of Travel: Floride 
Port of Departure: Havre 
Manifest Line Number: 0010 


_ : 
<> ’ os 
Re i <a e- - 


—— ~——— ee ee “ 


Se 
Se 


~ 


@) 
a 


Page 368 


PASSENGER RECORD SHIP MANIFEST SHIP INFORMATION ANNOTATIONS TEXT PASSENGER LIST 





eT SR 
f i _ SHIP NAME ARRIVAL DATE 

/ Saint Paul November 27th, 
1909 


Ragi, Raffael 








PASSENGER ID FRAME LINE NUMBER 


101728040378 470 10 PORT OF DEPARTURE 


Cherbourg, France & 
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teow | hetery Coeter® of He Me 
FirstName: Raffael 
LastName: Ragi 
Nationality: Turkey, Turkish 
Last Place of Residence: Mashha, Syria 
Date of Arrival: November 27th, 1909 
Age at Arrival: 20 
Gender: Male 
Marital Status: Married 
Ship of Travel: Saint Paul 
Port of Departure: Cherbourg, France 
Manifest Line Number: 0010 | 
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Aboujaoude, Nabih 1956 N/A Air France 
Aboujaoudeh, Y 1952 N/A N - 1038 
Aboujaoudeh, E 1957 N/A Cubana 
Aboujaoudeh, P 1952 N/A N - 1038 
Adoujaoudeh, E 1951 N/A 1030-V 
Adoujaoudeh, E 1951 N/A 1030-V 

Bou Jaoude, Georges G 1953 N/A Vindeggen 
Boujaoude, A 1955 N/A F-Bhbg 
Jaoude, CE 1957 N/A New Fall City 
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him, upon -his suge 
wishes. 





Deemane, August 14, 2010 


Dear Sam and Karime Abou Jaoude , 
And All Abou Jeoude Family and Friends, 


De Set Gs tec one a ea & 


Maska Club, handed to me the two leaflets distrib about your 
* picnic” and reunion in Em, New tee. Two ays fin en al . 





ineeting all fiends and building new 


ie primi sod erhpraedas: heplo 





restion, this message Sf greetings, ¢ 





x. Fi anes geet us Wel over enecelzpes, 8% vete guatig yee 
here, in Lebanon , the way I have greeted all Abou Jaoudes and 
Friends who came to our fast picnic” on August 1, 2010. It was a 

(hig and a reat family reanion. The new event was 

that we greeted 2 good nutber of our relatives who joined us from the 

mopunt of “Houran” in Syzia. They came by buses to be with the “big 
family” ard visit Dayr Eil-Hatf where our reunion took place and 
from where their ancestors had lf for tbe mount of Hoare, in world 


¢ like. Chatting with them and knowing about thir life and 
situation was teally exciting. 








4, I date you on organizing such reunions which helps 
lof outcome steno gto Know one ant. This will 





yun ny ay steecneg gts, zanna saepet: ee : 
also the words of the Psalm : Sarto praca hn pling fo 
brothers to be living together in harmony” (Ps. 133,1) . 


3. “Whitt, I -wish you ell of you, avery successtal gathiting. “plate”, 
barhecue, seenion, call it whalever your want, but do not forget that 
Chitist has. said: ee 


fms, a place ta your bench accompany’ yeu i ‘your fm, 
rips, . anit various: potivities: He will make, your Temion ton 


ie 
ay 
ae 
Hi 
Hull 
Ht 
HUTT 
gta 
ae 


1 will ie. joteini:siow-tn: spiced: prepa and hope’ tat tne 


‘joising us. the same: way, od eset Abo joe Pay 





‘God be with you all .God love you}: | . 


Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 


Page 371 





whe. 


m 

: E 23tn 

-. iA ’ ME wi 
i ge 

ed nat oa 


Maska Tea 
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Solomon & Elie 
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Many Abou Jaoude relatives in the USA have 
worked together for the preparations of the 
Edison New Jersey picnic, which was held on 
August 21st and 22nd, 2010. 


itwas avery successful picnic that managed to 
gather many Abou Jaoudes in the USA. Special 
thanks to Charbel Semaan Abou Jaoude, who 
came up with the idea and contributed in most 
of the planning and the work, inspired by the 
| ebanese Abou Jaoude picnic of Deir El Harf. 
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2013 Reunion Merrill Park, Iselin, NJ 
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Karime and Rochdi 
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Elie Charles 
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Young Aboujaoudes 
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Festival moves, Maya & oe. in St Charbel’s, New Brunswick 
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Pool Party: Miranda, Pierre, Walid & Wife, Joe & Rolla, Albert & wife, 
Salim Semaan & Julie, Antoinette, Zahia Habit, Sara (Pool), Karime 
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New Jersey — Joe, Elie, Roger, Mono 
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olomon’s House in New Brunswick, NJ 
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At Salim’s house in Colonia, New J ersey; Below: At St Charbel Festival 
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AbouJaoude Reunion crowd; Below: Afterparty at Elie’s House in Ocean, NJ 
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Maska in Buffalo — Tant Angel, Mart Samir, Laurice; 


Sandra with Joseph Attia in New Jersey — Lebanon always on our mind 
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Aboujaoude Reunion, New Jersey, July 4 2015 
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SALOON, CASIN, AND STEERAGCE ALIENS MUST BE COMPLETELY MANIFESTED. 
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The Ship 
and 
Manifest 
that took 
Raji 
Raphael to 
America 
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owdy his wife Colette Jowdy 
y fro laska) are very active in the 


| a : oat pox a Regional nal Vice-President 


the association, while Kamal has served on 


“the enecutve committee ond helps publish 


their brochures in his Detft printing business 
in Buffalo, New York 





Narionat Acapemy or Future 
Puysicans ano Mepicat 
SCIENTISTS AWARD OF MELLENce 


Andrew Roger Bechara Sasine Aboujaoude 
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Andrew <Aboujeouce is a 
promising student of Medicine. 
recently selected to the US 
National Academy of Future 
Physicians anc Medical Scientists. 
Andrew live is Dallas, Texas, 
with his parents Roger &Hala 
Aboujaoude. Roger is a2 Vice 
President in AT&T. 


Lea eee ee eee ee eee ee 


Our Maska folks in the US, making a difference, featured in ILFA magazine 


Asowaoune Reunion in New Jersey 


Our annual Aboujaoude Reunion in 
the US was held in Edison, New Jersey on 
August 24, 2013. Our Reunion this year is 
also in Edison, on August 16th, 2014. Many 
family members joined us from Ohio, New 
Hampshire, Pennsylvania, New York, New 
Jersey, Floride, Delaware, Montreal and 
Toronto. 


As in every year, the Aboujaoude US 
reunion collected donations to support 
orphans in Lebanon [in the Azarieh, 
Brummana school), The reunion is 
organized and supported by Karime and 
Eva Abujawdeh in Colonia, New Jersey, with 
the help of the Aboujaoude clan. 
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The Aboujaoudes 
ORIGINS 


ApouTt tTwe AuTmoa 


Sem S. Abujawdeh was born in 
lebanon im 1955. He t a native 
of Maska, El Metn. Me ts the son of 
Sarm Fadiellah fhrahim Fares Ghosn 
Aburwwdeh and Minerva Khattar 
Salim Youssef Naufal Abujawdeh. 


After graduating from Brummana 
High School, and a short stint at the 
Amencan Uriversity of Berut, he 
left to the US for studies in Electrical 
and Nuclear Engineenng at Syracuse 
University and the University of 
Cincinnati. 


Sem has worked at General 
Bectric, ATOT, and other companies 
in the US and worldwide, taking an 
early reterement as Regional Vice 
President for Micidle East & Africa 
at Lucent Technologies 1 2001. Me 
curremtiy contracts with AT&T arxd 
other companies in New Jersey, USA, 
where he ives with his wife and four 





Children 
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ABOUJAOUDE 
FAMILY REUNION 
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Eowanp S. Jaoupe, MD is 3 
Board Certified Ophthalmologist 
who recently relocated to the 
Southern Delaware area from 





the American U 
Beirut and joined the John’s 
Hopkins University for a 2 years Fellowship in 


Neurosoences. 


After Completing his internship and 2nd 
year in General Surgery training athe = 
Boston University, Boston, MA, Or. Jaoude- 
joinec the department of 
at the University of Kentucky, Leduc 


ee 
= _ ef- a 2 
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MASKA & GHABEH DIASPORA 


The immigration from Lebanon, driven originally by Turkish troubles and war 
famines, continued unabated and expanded during the recent conflicts. 


In South America, Brazil and Argentina have a large contingent. Khater and Salim 
left Maska to Argentina, and Nasser tagged along. Their first base in Mendoza in 
the Andes later spread to Buenos Aires and elsewhere. Those ““Bullaudes” still 
have a fond place for Maska in their heart, and we enjoyed reconnecting with 
them. Eduardo Bullaude had a senior military post before he passed away. His 
sisters Marta Rosa (with son Eduardo) and Marie Adele (with son Julio (Khater)) 
welcomed us like lost family on our Argentine visit, showing us old stereo-visual 
pictures of the old days with their father Khater. The many Bullaudes there are 
reconnecting, Facebook their tool and ally, distance their enemy. The Brazil 
AbiJawdys are also numerous, many of them now immigrating to the US, and 
keeping touch with our reunion crowd. 


saoud, cousin of Grandpa |! ¢aigmon: Salim, brother 
Fadlallah (sister of Deeb) |! oF Fadlallah (Grandpa) 
\eumnanc Tanios, father of Nasser 


Dov “Doellaude ae u llaude. 





ener Bu llacde 





















/ | Np 1 (nacio Aproximacla mente, | 
a¢oauta. 
J € 4 2 S22 Vv hi re) 
Alloa Q ) J 
Sime Se €a% é05" Nazec 


en 1.320 


Sara Teile Miranda 
(Bisiene) 


(nacic el B-c1-AGOG 
| = : 
Bi=tsfere}alel= (=10) | teva 
MreTee[ul= = Aeyelte 


Bro uumana 05-02- 1928 
eo -06-2014\.. 


Ariel Bullaude, Grandson of 
Salim. in Mendoza 
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Many went to Central America. Costa-Rica had the Romanos branch (some of 
whom went back to Lebanon, their children now in the US), and we have met a 
few Cuban Bullaudes’ visiting NJ. Columbia has a sizable team, as does Venzuela 
(Isla Margerita, from Ghabeh). 


The European contingent is also numerous, with many in London, Paris and 
Amsterdam. In Paris are Emile’s kids Raymond and Richard, Amin’s kids Elie and 
Gabi, and Albert’s kids George and Tony. In London is Alexi son of Ayyoub, and 
George son of Fawzi, with sisters Naila and Nada. In Holland is Pierre Farah. 


™ 





With Siham’s kids in France 


And Africa had many old immigrants, in Ghana, Ivory Coast (some returned, like 
George Eid). We even have them in Iran (Joseph Makhoul & his family). 


Anywhere you go, you will find the Aboujaoudes, holding the family name up 
high, like our ancestor Prince Bohemond, “Always Seeking the Impossible”. 
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Richo, George Albert in Paris 
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Maska in Paris” 
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Marta-Rosa and Adele, my mother’s cousins, cried profusely and 
remembered their visit of 50 years back to their homeland, which their 
father Khater had left during the First World War when Small pox and 
Turkish savagery killed half the population, including my Grandfather's first 
wife and son. They delighted in showing us their part of town, a street they 
mostly owned (the rest owned by “cousins” ©), and telling of their vast 
estates in Chaco, and Mendoza in the Southern Alps- where other family 
had settled (in mountains like their own), including Nasser, my father’s 
cousin (famous for his drunken humor), who had jumped with Khater & 
Salim (my father’s uncle) on the boat at a whim without a single farewell. 





Marta Rosa, me, their helper, Julio Bullaude-Curi, Mr Maniscalco, 
Marie Adele, Karime in Buenos Aires 
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Julio Bullaude-Curi, (“Primo”), our tall and fair cousin (son of Marie-Adele 
daughter of Khater) telling he is really just a Bullaude, his Curi relations 
being shorter, more tanned Zghertawi types ©. Bullaude is the Spanish 
adaption of our family name. Julio always asking if we can introduce him to 
a wife from the old village. 


His cousin Eduardo Maniscalco (son of Marta-Rosa), all of 10 years old 
then, the only English speaker of the lot, being our translator at times, his 
father an Italian emigre who has become Lebanese by marriage ©. They 
still Keep the military uniform and sword of Eduardo Bullaude, their uncle 
who was an Argentine General, received in Lebanon with military honors 
on his visit in the 1950's. 





With Eduardo Maniscalco- Bullaude 
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Marta Rosa with husband Armando Maniscalco 


They remembered, and we should. They asked about Juliette, and if she is 
married. They asked about the houses, and the people, and the village. 
They had never stepped in Lebanon before that one time trip, but they 
loved it the moment they stepped there, and the old family loved flowed 
through them, nurtured by Khater’s nostalgia for sure — Blood doesn’t turn 
into water, they say. Marta Rosa & Mary Adele are now gone, as is 
Edward. The new kids, however, still long for Lebanon: Julio is President of 
the Argentine Lebanese Club, and Eduardo coordinates Lebanese Hafles 
and bands. 
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Bullaude-Curi everywhere you go in Buenos Aires 


Same in Chaco, Mendoza, etc. 
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Salim [brahim Ghosn in Argentina- kids Yousef, [brahim, Enrique (Henry) 
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Salim’s Daughters in Mendoza- Sara & Mehabbe 
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Mendoza, Argentina - Ima ine Nasser drinking there 
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General Eduardo Bullaude 


Primos! (Cousins) Julio and Eduardo 
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Maska in Paris | 
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Khater in 
Argentina 
1958 






Maska Redheads Yann, Thomas & Clara rs 
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UN RECUERDO Y UNA PLEGARIA 
POR EL ALMA DE 


SALOMON BULLAUDE 


= Q. ez. P. D. = 


Se durmié en la Paz dei Sefior 
e! 25 de Mayo de 1953 


Su esposa é hijos invitan a Ud. 
al Solemne Funera!/ que, por el eterno 
descanso de su alma se oficiara en la 
Iglesia Parroguial de Maipda, el dia 25 
de Mayo de 1954, a las 10 horas 
al cumplir el 1,9 Aniversario de su 


fallecimiento. 


eS eS 
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Nada Fawzi, husband Mashhour, & kids in London; 
Jiddi Salim’s 
“Na3wi” in 
Argentina 


Los que lo vieron solo al pasar, 
lo sienten; quienes lo conocieron, lo 
lloran; y los que le amamos, lo sentit- 
remos y lloraremos ala vez y para 
siempre. 

(TOBIAS) 





Sdo. Corazén de Jestis en voz confio 





Jests, José y Maria en vuestras 
manos descanse en paz, cuando yo 
muera el alma mia.- 


ORACION: 


Oh Dios de infinita misericordia, 
atiende benigno @ las siplicas que 
hoy os dirigimos, pidiéndote por el 
alma de vuestro siervo SALOMON, 
llévala a las regiones de vuestra gloria 
py concédele cuanto antes el descan- 
so eterno. Por Jesucristo N. Sefior 
gue derram6é su sangre por la reden- 
cién del mundo. Asi sea. 


(El Excmo. Sefior Arzobispo de 
Cuyo concede cien dias de indulgen- 
cia cada vez gue se rece esta ora- 
cién, agregando un Padre Nuestro 
y Ave Maria 
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we 


| Buck Roffle & mom Latife; Dad Raji 
i (Rogie) with grandkids Mark, Dale 
& Ray Roffle in Buffalo 


Raphael Z. and Barbara Roflle family.,.from front to back Biff, Barb, Roscanna, Paula, Doug, Chiistina 
Roberta, Charles, Gail, Mark, Barbara L. and Raphael L. 
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Abijaudi from Ghabet 
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New Generations: Ryan, Dale 
Magee’s son, grandson of 
Rose daughter of Raji Roufael 
from Kherbet, with daughter 
Caroline (and wife Maureen). 
New families are formed, and 


the bond to the old country 
gets harder to maintain. But 
hope, and a little effort from 
our stalwart Aboujaoudes, 
keeps the links alive. 





eee NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME 
test te ie 





fae Jawdy, Mosad M 1905 Giba...a, Cuba Olinda 
bees ae Jawdy, Morad 1931 Buffalo N Y Edison 


From Jose Bullaude, Argentina: Sam, | think that you are part of my family. We 
have the same surname. But, there are a lot of Bullaude’s in the Libano. Likely, we're 
distant cousin. Your surname Abujawdeh is the same surname “Bullaude’, but in 
Arabian. In regard to I’m 93 years old, | knew few Bullaude’s. If you want more data, 
send me an email. In the Mendoza’s province where was Salim Bullaude, lived Reyes 
Bullaude. Person | met. In Mendoza | didn't know anyone else. As for Julio Bullaude, the 
person who you met him 15 years old, is my cousin. Adele is my aunt. The others 
Bullaude that you say | don’t know them. Greetings for your family. 


NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME 
Abujaudeh, Najib H 1954 N/A G-Amur 
Nader Abujaudeh, Najib 1947 Turkey Nc8aa5e 
Habib 

Nader-Abujaudeh, Nader = 1947 British 88856 
H 

NAME ARRIVED LAST PLACE OF RESIDENCE / BIRTH PLACE SHIP NAME 


Hneine Asaad, m. 


Sawma, HouneinA© 1953 N/A Trajan 


Sawma, Niagara 
Falls 
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MASKA & GHABEH BUSINESS 


Maska &Ghabeh are “Home” towns, literally. Not a place for business. 


Yet, there are a few places serving the towns, and providing income and 
support for the village. 


Paul's sports Court (Mala’ab Paul), is an outdoors sports center, 
primarily for Tennis enthusiasts. 

Dekkan Mikhail, now run by his daughters, providing basic supplies in 
Maska. They also run a hairdresser shop (Amal) & a “Forn’” (bakery). 
Dekkan Naim Hemmam, run for a while by his son Roger, is now 
leased by the Ghabeh Municipality as its headquarters. 

Maroun's Gas station, even though Maroun no longer owns itt. 
Dekkan Makhoul, providing basic supplies in Ghabeh. 

The “Weekend’, long a place of dis-repute, where people would have 
day-rentals, now in severe disrepair. Primotel Hotel also closed early. 
Akl’s Woodshop (Mancharat), where uncle Akl provides 
miscellaneous carpentry services. 

Bishara’s Pig Farm (Mazra’at Bishara), whose products are sold in 
Robert's shop in Zalka. 

The Fields are no longer worked for income, but they do provide fruits 
and vegetables for those who maintain them. George Eid had a farm, 
as do we and Mukhtar George. Ka’ab el Ghabeh is also still thriving. 
Harvesting the Pines is still practiced by a few, including cousin Tony 
el Harf and others. 


The main source of income for the Village remains, however, salaries from 
jobs outside the village, as well as expat remittances. 
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Dekkan Mikhail 
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Dekkan Makhoul, Tant Izabelle (RIP) 
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A source of odors as well as income ©, the farm at the bottom of the 
village that raised a great family, and still employs many and supplies 
Robert’s meatshop in Zalka 
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MASKA & GHABEH IN BRUMMANA 


Maska & Ghabeh have always lived well with their neighbors. Our 
“environment” includes many towns with whom we have family 
relationships, friendships, school friends and businesses. Neighboring 
Oyoun (home of the Abi Diwans), Sfeila, Baabdat, BeitMery (with the 
famous Deir el Kalaa Phoenician and Greek/Roman ruins), Roumieh, 
Nabeih, and Jourat el Ballout (another Aboujaoude stronghold). Across the 
valley (past the Salha River) sits 3erbanyeh (with the Earth Satellite 
Station), Zandouga, Qsaibeh, Qortada (Carthage ©) and Deir el Harf (first 


Aboujaoude town). 


But our “Big Town’, where we do most of our shopping, studying and 


entertaining, is Brummana. 


The “Big Town’, always looked down on Maska (Literally and Figuratively), 
as the “Mazra’a’, the farm land. But the Maskawites got theirs back, owning 
a good part of Brummana, and running many of its enterprises. 


Cousin Roland’s Bitcom, where we get 
our cell phones and DVDs for the kids. 


Tony El-Hellag (Abu-Diwan) (the 
barber), our neighbor in Ghabeh, where 
we visited while we had hair ©. 


Saleem Amin’s shop, where our uncle 
hangs out with his wife Fairuz, selling 
jewelry and miscellany. 


Nazih and Hafiz’s shop (a model of 
cooperating partners for 40 years), for 
plumbing supplies. Their sons now run 
new plumbing businesses there. 


Uncle Ayyoub’s metal shop, now run by 
his character son Tony (Chouchou look- 
alike and occasional TV singing and 

comedy star), where uncle Ayyoub used 


to punch holes in the Lebanese 50 cents 
coins to turn them into “Rondelles” 
(washers) when the currency collapse 
made the metal worth more than money. 


Rashid’s grocery — next to the Church in 
the main square. 


Abdo Majid’s El-Pino restaurant. 


Dekkan William Toufic in the 70’s & 
80’s. 


Joseph Asaad’s Bonney shoestore. 
Raymond Nassib’s butcher shop. 


Hani Elias Qozhaya, running a 
restaurant on Brummana’s main street. 


Doctor Zaghloul, father & Son, were Maska’s Doctors for over 60 years. 


Brummana High School has also been our school, graduating many of 
Maska’s youth, now spread over the world. 
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TARSHISH IN MASKA 


Tarshish, ancient Tarsus’ namesake, another reminder of Phoenician 
Grandeur (Ships of Tarshish in the Bible). Tarshish, mountain stronghold 
destroyed in the war, now being rebuilt by its hardy sons- many of whom 
live in Maska for generations - originally as a Winter refuge, now 
permanently. They have inter-married with the Aboujaoudes, and are a key 
part of our town, being hardy, hard working folks, and holding on to long 
traditions of the mountain. 


Close friendships have long tied us to them (Elie, Gerges, Tanios, Boulos 
and Butros Hanna, Rafig their cousin, and Ghabi Semaan (now mayor of 

Tarshish and very active in politics) to mention a few), with many fun days 
spent in their cool mountain air. Their colloquialism a legend- they taught 

baby Sandra their "Yo" greeting, to our great amusement. 


Don't let the family names confuse you. The Semaans, Chaibans, and 
Youssefs are paternal first cousins, with different last names. 


— an 


IRASHRASH 
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Tarchich Apples, with Butros 
Hanna 
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Ashraf el Nass 
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A UME RET es 
View of Tarchiche 
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Phalangists- 
Kataeb 
Forever 





S93) Shoe VAVVING/ VV gb agin! 

CRT VAVA/\6/ NA Gb dgeion! 
Ege Mejia VAVA/V/ Ys gb ageccinl 
Calbelamahin VEAN/ VN Ts ob agetins) 
Sraddadywan VAAN/NN/ Ys ob agin 


Giallelywaln NANNY gh apetinn 


pan ir NAAT] VINA vi Neral 
ee ei 4 Spina 


Siem se Jaye 
Clean len gy gee 
Jie hile Ose 
Olas chen ge gle 
Ole Ose Ge 
Che Os rke lj 9 
Cann linn gy ly 
Caan Sane @ gated 





Cae gti Milam Lal oliles sored! JS 11! sonal 
fall = hh 5 Baap plage 


as 
Chall by glaiye 
Chall 5 glaiye 


VAVE/ A/T ob agetiinn) 
V4VV/60/ TE P dpa 
VAVIV/6T/ Ts of apetiinn) 
VAVN/ I) gh agatcinal 
VAVN/O/NA ck dpetcinnl 
VAVV/«V/¥. wf Apenine! 

VAY V/V / 10 cob agetcinnl 


Se pam clan gy gine 
daa) (gan ge Ceratlens 
Absa ) gucie » 5S sili! 
Lp Chall heme 
Abe Lin (5 jhe pelea! 
Lea om nell 
pte Cyaan cline gy 


SE VAVV/6/ V5 badging py ae pe 
VAVV/ 0/5 pb again — aly lla gy gt ita) 
VAVV/\6/ V6 gph pein alam sae Cy oe 





Tarchich saw some of the first fighting in the Civil war, and gave 
many a martyr — never forgotten. 
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BEIT YOUSSEF (ELIAS CHAIBAN) 
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Rafiq Elias Chaiban (Youssef) and Joe on Gus’s MANTA; Tony Siham 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 429 





iL 2 
Fie 
pt @ anS ts 


a a 

LT hee 
° 1 

s** 


ty 


19/06 yaen 


: 
> 





hs or 






= 
— 


Uncle Elias Chaiban & Tant Isabel 
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Jean Elias Chaiban (Youssef) 
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Rafic 


Jean & Kids - Gilbert on his left 
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Robert (Abu-Jad) 
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Robert, Rafic, & Jad 
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Rafic & his sons; Gilbert below 
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Jean & wife Patricia (Daughter of Naoum Elias Naoum) & kids 








Gilbert Youssef 
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- Rafic’s clan above & below 
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Elias’s Clan 
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Mary Youssef and her brothers 
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BEIT HANNA 
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Butros Hanna, Abou-3Ajaat, Heart of Gold 
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Elie Hanna 
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Butros & Dunya 
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Elie Hanna & wife Georgette 





Elie & Abdo Hanna 
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Geryes Hanna (Right, with Sohail and Robert) 
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Abdo Hanna (ric ht Rima Hanna 
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Emad Hanna Butros Hanna 
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Tanios Hanna 
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BEIT SEMAAN 
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Milo Semaan | Nada Semaan 
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Gaby Semaan with wife & Daughter 
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Joseph Semaan with wife Wadi3a & kids Greta, Clara, Warde, Mira & Maguy 
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Joseph Semaan (with Elie Farid) Angela & Gabriel Gab Semaan 
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Uncle Antoine 
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Milo, with 
Kamil 
Chaiban 
above, and 
Naim 
“Faridi” 
below; The 
other Milad 
on the right 
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Uncle Bishara, visiting Sami Fadlallah, 30 years later 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 456 





Me3allem Faraj 
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BEIT BOU SAMRA 





Charbel Abdo Nemr & son Abdo BouSamra: Abdo Nemr 


The BouSamras in Kherbet include Abdo Nemr’s kids: brothers Nemr, 
Charbel, Tanios & Butros, and Asaad Nemr’s kids: Sassine, Simon, 
Maroun & Robert. 
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Mario, Mireille & Abdo BouSamra 
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Bousamra’s: Mom, Grandma, Mario, Charbel, Mireille, Ralph, Johnny 


Sassine 
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Tarchiche has a special place in Maska and Ghabeh, its people living there 
for many generations, now permanently after the war. 
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Abdo Sadaka with Marcel, Ghenwa, & Nour 
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Chabab Tarchich 
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BEIT SEMAAN 
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Tant Bernadette (right) with Mono left, Ouvi right 
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Fadi Butros Semaan 
Uncle Butros Semaan & wife Bernadette old friends, who built a house at 
the bottom of Ghabeh, across from the Hanna's in Maska (el Harf). His son 
Fadi, as well as their cousins Milo and Joseph (Zouzou ©)(Naim & Faridi’s 
sons) good friends of my son Sammy. 
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Fadi center, Uncle Butros on the ric ht: Zouzou Faridi- the strength of Tarchich 
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BEIT EL HAYEK 


The Hayek family from Tarshish has established a base on the lower road 
of Ghabeh, and their kids are now settling with their families in Ghabeh. 
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Wissam, Hadi, Chadi Hayek & Mom Josephine at Nadine’s wedding 
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Hadi Hayek, Zouzou Semaan, and Wissam 
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Gibran, the family patriarch 
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Yolla Elie Bishara with Danny & Sylva; Hekmat Hanna on left 





©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 473 








ishara 


7 tu 
. a uv 





- 
‘=: 





i 


Riad, Eddie, Roger B 
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Mom & Dad with Nadia, Lodi, Hafiz, Raymond Chaktoura 
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Imagine: Marcel Butros, Uncle Karim, Aunt Angel, Linda, Salim Amin; 
__ Crouching: Uncle Henry; Michel Deeb 
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Maska Crew — me in hat top right, Jean Israel top left; Albert Semaan, Souad 
Mikahil, Georgette Elias Chaiban, Jandarc Kamil, Sohail Elias, Jaoude Farid below 
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Cousins: Mia, Aimee, Florence, Samira, Fadia, Richo, Mario 
(Marioushen ©), Rolla, Karime, Rochdi 
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a Tony Siham, Maro, Mimo, Joe, Michi, Mario, Fadlo, Roro 
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| Michi, Raymond, Mia, Fadlo (with Joseph Fares, 
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‘Said Awad) 


Cousin Salim (Gone too soon); Tony, Elie, Samir 
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Cousins and Mom “Mono” 
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Harf: Jospeh, Tony, me, Pierre Hafiz, Pierre AbouDiwan; Uncle Maurice 
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Saluting Tony Hart, me, Pierre Abu Diwan, Roger, Pierre, Joe, Elie 
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Cousins: Aimee, Joe, Joe, Karime: Tony Siham, Solomon (Sleiman) 


” ea «& 
Cousins: Salma Farah, Siham’s kids, Nuhad’s 
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Tony Siham, Mimo, Alexandra, Suzie, Fadlo, Halim (Kennedy) 
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Solomon, Kamal, me, Elie Bishara 


Khalil, me, Kamal, Ghassan; Fadlo, Elie Naufal, Mimo 
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Anis, Kamal & Toni I-Harf 
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Dad, Mom, 
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Beit Emile, “Touti” (berry) to right, that made a thousand glasses for 
Aunt Siham’s favourite Nephew; Uncle Maurice showing on left. 
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Grandma Adele Crochetin 
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Grandma with Mom & Dad in our Ghabeh Garden 
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At Aunt Linda’s Wedding, Fadlallah clan (except Hafiz in Kuwait): Leia, 
Yvonne Butros; Nadia, Olga, Mom, Grandma, Therese Butros, Uncle 
Michel Naufal and his sister around Linda, Zahia, Grandpa, Fares 
Butros, Dad; Henry, Victor, Siham crouching 
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Dad and Mom 
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Snowman in Ghabeh (Garden now overbuilt — Joe’s house) 
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Aunt Linda & Michel Naufal (top photo); with Nuhad, Jalili, Joseph Eid 
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Linda at Palais des Pins 
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Linda with Uncle Michel, Nabil, and my mom (Minerva) 
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Nadia’s wedding to Uncle Emile Farah; Best man George; Maid Of Honor Linda 
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Baby Roy Halim Farah & Sarah Pierre Farah 
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(Nadia) Harfouche with family, Edy & Karen 
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Nadia and Siham 3am 
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Tini (raiding the Fig Tree) 
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Surprise! (Dad) 
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Have no fear, the Cowboy is here © 
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The boys behind Grandpa’s house: Tony at top, Joe, Pierrot, Elie 
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Latest Styles in front of Grandpa’s house, m 










e & Tony: Laurice with Fares 
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Tony, Joe, & me 
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Nabil (Linda) Naufal 
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Nabil Naufal with Father Roland; Linda & Michel Naufal below 
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Henry’s Family with Grandma Adele; He 
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nry & Emile Farah below 
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Grandma Adele; with mom, Joe & Elie above, with Dad below 
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Saint Joe 
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Michel Kaisar & Sayde 
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Rolla (Juliette) Samir Rachid 
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Joe at Communion; Sohail left; Uncle Elia showing 
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Henry with Grandma Adele; Mimo’s communion below 
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Joe’s Wedding; Tony Best Man, Dad & Mom in background 
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Me & Tony holding Joe and Pierrot Shaanini (Palm Sunday), 1960’s 
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Mr Cool: Hafiz with Lodi, Nadia and Fares Butros- 
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Siham Fadlallah and Kids; uncle Adeeb, Mimo & Fadlo showing 
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Me Chilling in b 





Imagine: Harf - Juliet, Tony, Antoinette; with First in the series of 
“Jockeys”, “Taras” and “Bambinos” in Harf 
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me & Victor 
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Young Riad Elias Naoum & Young Eddy Bishara 
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1932, Gilbert daughter of Butros Sleiman 
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Samir, Laurice, Karime, me, Juliette, Joe, Rolla, Mario 
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Beit Farid ; Fadlo & Roro below 
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Rochdi & Rolla Shaanini 
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Young Abdalla Najla © and 
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Page 523 


Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 


©ssa 





©ssa 








* 4 . 

uf “~~ - ‘ 

. ‘ : 
. > 
? Kia or 
Se i ; “=. yy, 
° + ‘ : ‘ =, 
9’ t« 
~" ct > « 


Joseph Sami and Roger Naim; Joe & Tony below; Raymond, Julie, Charles 














Beit Asaad, Florence’s wedding 





She wrote on it: | am staying here till you come back 
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Lodi, Laurice, Juliette, Toto, Joe, Sleiman, Tony 
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Mono & Adele 3al 3Ain ; Saint Solomon below ©; Nasser?? 
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Samir Rashid, Abdo Sleiman, Sami Fadlallah 
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‘Ziyyah, Phillipe helping 
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1949, Dad top right 
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Abou-Khalil (Butros), Sammy, Minerva, Laurice, Abdo 
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1949 Bus Trip; Sami lower right 
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How many stories has this “Kou3” seen!! 
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Mira & Dani left; 
“Bobo” Sami below 
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Anis’ s Wedding ; 
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Veronica, Nicole & Angela Jaoude (with their cousins Carlos & & Vigee) 
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Cherbaka (Murtazaga 6) 
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Edward & Nabih Rustum 
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Young Tant Marie, with Zahi 
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™ Ghabeh Eid el Salib, March 19, 1948 
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Badih Lahoud (MP, Minister) at Pierrot Hafiz’s Baptism, 1959 
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Largest Maska Family of our generation — Beit Kamil 
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Uncle Farid with Jaoude and Elie at Procession 
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Shaanini, 1960’s — Samir Butros Tobia on left; Nadim on right 
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Harf Old Times; Rafic, 
Sleiman & Suheil above, 
Tony el Harf & Tanios 
Hanna below 
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Rochdi & George Yaacoub & Kar 
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Joseph el Harf, Elie Hanna, Sleiman 








More Maska Fun on Wheels; Rayess Antoun, Roula & Joe, Jean Youssef 
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Wadih el Safi in Maska 
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Elaine and Youssef; with Mehabe, Tamini, Souad, 
Naife, Saeed = 


Henry, Mimo, 
Bernadette, 
Antoinette, 
Anis 


Hafiza on the 
donkey © 
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Zahia, 
Grandma 
Adele, Tamini, 
Mono 
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Tamini and 
Hafiza 
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Fares Abou Tanious el Tarchichi: “Afish Akhbar ya Rita!! ©” 












Ibrahim son of Salim in 
Argentina, in the Army 






Henry at work 
at the Zouk 
Mikhail station 
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Antoine Abdallah 










Yvonne, with Nabil Linda & Mimo aaa 
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Grandpa Deeb & his famous Donkey - 
with a UN policeman at Maska entrance 














Sameera Elias 
Tanios, Marie, 
Hafiza 


Hafez Deeb 
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Mikhail & Huda’s wedding; Butros Ibrahim and 
Butros Toubia left; Nadia & Victor right; Souad, 
Nuhad & Youssef 
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Albert Deeb 
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Uncle Yaacoub, “Shaer el 
Katrain - Poet of two nations ©” 











Marinka & Youssef Fares, Hoda & Najeeb; Mikhail 
& Samia, Sameera Youssef & Hafiza Deeb 
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Elie Sami & Sleiman Abdo, with 
Grandma Adele 
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Nuhad & Christine 
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Hafiz Fadlallah 
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Charbel, Jean, Joseph Hanna, Hafez, Albert Deeb 
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erro & Hafiza at Mimo’s baptism 














Albert & Huda, one week 
LTR WW, before her wedding 


Pierre & Hafiz 
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Tony, Raymond, me, Tony Siham, 
Mimo, Sami, Joe, Roro, Elie 
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Samia & Jandark Mikhail; George Albert; Tony, Raymond, 
Adele, Mimo, Fadlallah, Tony Emile, Richo, Sami 
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Grandma Tamini, Henry 
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First Communion, 
with Grandma 
Adele 
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Pierrot, Fadlallah, 
Joseph el Harf, 
Micheline 


Fadlallah, George 
Albert 
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Sami padialah: Pierrot 
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Henry with 
Butros Fares 





Abdo & Najeeb 
Mikhail, Jocelyn 
and Micheline 





At 
Florence’s 
wedding: 
Big 
Sammy & 
Bobo Sami 
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Emily, 
Afifi, 
Hafiza, 
Corinne 


Herro at 
Nabil’s 
confirmation 


_ 
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Mimo, in front of Grandpa Fadlallah’s house | __ Herro Fawqa | Chajarat 


oat 





Poy fm 


Sami Fadlallah, Elie Sami, Micheline, Roro (Nadia) 
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Henry 
working 
(Bsalim 
Electricity 
Plant) 
(probably 
just 
talking to 
Hafiza ©) 













Alexandra 
& 
Christine 
Butros 
Issa, 
Nuhad’s 
daughters; 
Micheline 
Henry 










Marinka 
Fahid & 
husband 
Elias Saad, 
with Henry 
and Hafiza 
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ere xanele & Christine Issa Hafiza in her hippie days © 
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Abdo Amin 
(Bou- 
Nadim), 
and Boulos 


just like 
him now 
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Uncle Hafiz and 
Pierrot, handsome 
chaps both. | gota 
ride in Hafiz’s 
fancy car as well, 
usually on the 
front bumper ©. 
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a ie = Elaine Deeb 


Sami Fadlallah, zeyyah el Adra 
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Ss Fares, Henry & Akl & 


clockwise: Fadlo performing, Henry with Butro 
Michel Deeb 
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Fadlo perfrming on the Sheesha & the Drums ©; Elie (Madi ©) 
Youssef Bishara & wife Caroline with Henry & Hafiza 
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Abouna 
Najeeb, 
father 
Yousef el 
Khoury, 
Fadlo, 
George 
Albert & 
abdo 
Mikhail 
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ZOuzou 
Sami, 
Sleiman 
el Harf, 
Elie Sami, 
and 

Marie 
Therese 
Henry 
(Mimo) 





| Sami, 
| Mono, 
| Emm 


Fares, 


| Emm 


Sami, 


Emm 


| Nasib, 


Boulos, 
Amalia 
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ALL 














Clockwise: Fadlo performing with n mom n Hafiza: Henry & Hafiza a-la- 
moderne (Ba’ad naqgis ysawkrou w yehdarou cimana ©); Vida & Hafiza 
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Antoinette 
Youssef 
Semaan 
with 
husband 
Rashid; 
Tante 
Marie 















| Antoinette 
Youssef 
Semaan 
with Henry 
& Hafiza 








Mimo & 
Therese 
Farid 
dancing; 
Sleiman & 
Elie Sami 
watching; 
Karime at 
the door 
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Vera & Victor Naim, Najat, Hafiza, Henry & Hafiz - 
Good old times 





BAABDATH 


SOURCE AR - AR 


fs 4 


Henry Fadlallah & co-worker Francis Aoudeh 
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Bishara Elias Amin (now in AbuDhabi) with Henry Fadlallah 
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First 
Communion: 
Hafiza, Andre 
Ayyoub, Mona 
Awwad, 
Antoinette 


Abdo Sleiman 








Abdo Sleiman 
& Grandma 
Adele; 
Minerva; Mimo 
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Nadia & 
Linda, Salim 
& George 
Farah, Siham 
& Laure 
Farah 
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| Pierre & Halim Farah with mimo | _ Olga lounging 
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Hoda’s wedding, with Deeb & 


Victor’s wedding, with Naim Hemmam, 
Fouad Lahoud, Minerva, Sami 
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Mikhail, 
Samir Butros 
Toubia, 

Nazih Fahid 


Antoinette, 

Beno, Henry, Mikhail, 
Mikhail, Hoda, Samia 
Hafiza a se -_ & Hafiza 
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Albert Deeb & Elias Asaad Mansour 


Fouad, Victor, Tony Naim Daher, 





Henry, Ghosn, Anis 
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Zouzou & Blanche Adeeb, Hafiza, mart Jameel, 


Yousef Fares 1997 trip to Bcharri 
aie 

















Abdo & Sameera Youssef; Hafiza, Maro, Michi, Mimo & Fadlo; George 
Habib. Gihan Nazih. Leila (Nazih’s wife). Hisham. Souad Deeb. Rouhana 
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Fouad Fares and Marie Youssef Olga, Albert Deeb, Elaine Deeb 
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Estaz Elias Nassif, Asaad Khattar, Abouna Mikhail 
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Herro & the tante: Chou 3aqleen © 


Hafiza, Taqla & Rita Albert, Mimo, 
George Albert & Fadlallah, Michi, 
Grandma Adele 





ae il a y 
Antoine & Elia Romanos 





Henry (bitkoun Nashreto Hafiza ©) 
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Albert Deeb, Tony Sami carrying 
Fadlallah, Riad Elias Naoum Edward & Emile Youssef Hanna 









Souad Deeb & Tamini |. 
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Elaine Deeb & Michel Deeb 





Khater Salim 
Naufal, 


immigrated to 
Argentina 





My Cool uncle Henry 
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In Aleppo where Bouna Hanna taught: Nazih Fahid, Nassif Elias Tanious, Fathe 
Hanna Fares. William Toufic. Hafez Deeb 
4 : ‘Le 










- ‘ad 
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Jidd an 
a Abou el Zouzz, always handsome, chilling 
SH 
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i Deeb Sema 
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Mikhail Fahid, Elias Qozhaya, Georgette 


Eid, Albert Deeb, Michel Deeb 


Me, tony & Pierre, playing in a simpler 
time 
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Ghosn Chedid & Henry Fadlallah Sami & Zahia Fadlallah 
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Khattar's Grandchildren, at Rachidi’s funeral 
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Al-Fara3eni - Beit Faraon © 
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Sara & Carlos Farah... Nadia Fadlall 






ah’s grandchildren. 
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Jaoude & Uncle Farid 
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Aunt Emily’s wedding to Bishara;1950; Emily below 
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Uncle Farid & Aunt Angel 
| 
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Uncle Farid & Aunt Angel’s Wedding 
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Fouad, Farid, Angel, Marie, Badih, Salwa & Tony 





Bou Fares 
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Beit Farid 
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Jaoude’s Wedding 
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Uncle Farid and Tante Angel, Buffalo 
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Farid’s Clan 
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Therese’s Wedding 
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Tante Angele left, Uncle Badih right; Taqla, Charbel & Christian; Aida; Therese, Elie & Maureen 


Iskandar Khoury, father 
of Emily wife of Bishara 
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Nadim, Angele & Israel Chaymouni with Nadim’s kids 
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Zehre, Mother of Roufael and Youssef Maroun Angie Chaymouni 
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Gus, Jean 
& Kids in 
California 
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aoude & Veronica 
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Bisha Elie Bishara 
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Nabil Michel Kaisar & Hamo 
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—- 
Uncle Karim in his glory days above; Tony Sami & young Mira 
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Amin Naufal 


4 —"s Majid Ghosn 
, uf” io | -aka Abu-Ali 
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Young Rabie 
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Michel & Linda Naufal, with Nabil & May 
; ; — 





Naim Majid & family 
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Yvonne 
& Siham 
Above; 
Siham’s 
wedding 
below 
with 
Uncle 
Emile, 
Best 
Man 
Semaan 
& Maid 
of 
Honor 
Mono 
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Georgette Eid (el Chakra) Henry Fadlallah Emile Youssef 
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Sami Fadlallah at work, Zouk Mikael 
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Fadlallah Ibrahim & wife Adele, with Zahia, Nadia & Siham 


oe oe 





Akhawiyet — with Emm Nasib, Adele, Georgette, Emily, Georgette & Abouna Najib 
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Victorine’s wedding © ane (el Madi ©) wedding 
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Young Roger Naim 
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Mono, Siham, with her mother in law & Michel 


Ne all lg 
Tony & Richo, | | 


“kanfesh” 
season 
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Siham and Raymond 


Emile with Siham, Raymond, Richo, 
Tony & Roro (left); at the Crazy Horse 
Saloon below 
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Pos 
Marinka in front of their house; Nadia below at Fadlallah’s door 
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Maska Boys with their Snowman Marcellino Romanos 
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ey | Siham’s 
a “*)) wedding 
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Siham and Olga below 


Nadia 










Beautiful 
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Karim Youssef Yvonne Butros 
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Abu Amin’s shop, a treasure of memories and old ways 
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Abouna Butros; his brother Khattar; 
Scene below of Ramallah visit in 1932 
with Syriac Patriarch 











©ssa Our Town- The Story of Ghabeh Vol 2 Page 619 


EL MATN cyiall ¢t.a8 





Metn hills overlooking Beirut 


Location in Lebanon = 


Governorate Mount Lebanon Governorate 
Capital Jdeideh 
e Area 102 sq mi (265 km*) 
¢ Population 750,000 
Time zone EST (UTC+2); Summer (DST) :+3 (UTC) 
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Bteghrine 


Rabieh 


Matn (Arabic: cAsll s428 |Qada’ al-Matn), sometimes spelled Metn, is a district (qadaa) 
in the Mount Lebanon Governorate of Lebanon, east of the Lebanon's capital Beirut. 
The district capital is Jdeideh(followed to Jdeideh, Bouchrieh, El Sedd Municipality). 





Matn is one of the most popular areas in Lebanon, with its rich scenery and its splendid 
view of the Mediterranean. Matn's population is almost entirely Christian with some 
Druze and Shias in the region. The Matn district is also popularly Known as Northern 
Matn District (Arabic: tladll call -Li Qada’ al-Matn aS-Simali) not to be confused with 
Southern Matn (al-Matn al-Janubt) which ts part of Baabda District and with Upper Matn 


(al-Matn al-'A‘la) which is part of Aaley District. 


Municipality 
Bsalim - Mezher - Majzoub 
Mazraat Yachouh 
Wadi el Karem 


Ain el Safssaf - Mar Michael Bnabil 
Mar Chaaya & Mzekkeh 


Ghabeh 


Majdel Tarchich 

Fanar 

Beit Chabab - Chaouiyeh & Qonaytrah 
Qonnabat Broummana 


Dahr el Sawan 

Mtein & Mchikha 

Jal el Dib - Bkenneya 
Antelias - Naccache 
Biakout 


Arabic name 
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Bikfaya - Mhaydseh 
Baskinta 
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Dhour El Choueir - Ain el Sendianeh 
Douar 

Dik El Mehdi 

Ouyoun 

Kfarakab 

Ain Saadeh - Beit Mery 

Baabdat 


Jdeideh - Bauchrieh - Sed el Bauchrieh 


Mrouj 
Aintoura 


Kaakour 


Ktfartay 
Ghabet Bologna - Wata el Mrouj 


Ayroun 
Sin el Fil 


Broummana 
Zekrite 
Mansourieh - Mkalles - Daychounieh 


Cornet Chahwan - Ain Aar - Beit El Kikko & Hbous 


Zarooun 

Sakiyat al Mesek - Bhersatf 
Mar Moussa - Douar 
Khenchara & Jouar 

Bour) Hammoud - Dora 
Zalka - Amaret Chalhoub 
Nabay 


Marjaba 
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Beit el Chaar & Hadir 
Roumieh 


Dekwaneh - Mar Roukouz - Daher al Hosein 
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Cards — Aunt Leia 
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Ghabeh in Snow 
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EPILOGUE 


“Tzakkarouna, Tzakkarouna, Dallou Tzakkarouna” - Fairuz 
Remember them — The Scenes, the people, the family. 


It is the surest form of immortality. It is also what makes our lives bearable 
and worth living. 


Those people that filled our youth. Those views that filled our eyes. 
Remember them, so you can see your life in perspective. Remember them 
so they will also remember you and keep your memory alive. 


smile at their sight. Laugh at their jokes & funnies. Cry at their sorrows. 
Dance at their weddings, and console them in their Funerals. 


But most of all, Remember! 


PRET ONT 
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Maska and Ghabeh Together in New Jersey 


Salim, Charbel. Elie, Mas Fadi, ees tvdehad Reunion Below 
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Glorious Ghabeh 
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SUGGESTED READING & 
RESOURCES 


Aboujaoude sites: 


- httos:/Wwww.facebook.com/AJFamilyReunion for US NJ Reunion 
- http://ghabe.50megs.com/rich_ text.html for Ghabeh site 

- Mart Tagla, Ghabeh, Maska pages on Facebook 

- http://aboujaoudefamily.org/ for AJ family site 

- httos:/Awww.facebook.com/groups/119978041366194/ 


https://www.facebook.com/groups/20/77/788899243547/ AJ Family in 
Lebanon and Abroad 


- Abujawdeh.com , our own family site 
Specific References: 


- Father Boulos Aboujaoude, “Al Aboujaoude” 

- ILFA Magazine, Aboujaoude family periodical 

- Bohemond |, Prince of Antioch, by Ralph Bailey Yewdale 

- http:/Awww.bhsosa.net/index.asox Brummana High School Old 
Scholars Association 

- “The Aboujaoudes — Origins’, Sam S. Abujawdeh 
http://archive.org/details/Aboujaoudes-Origins 





And when all else fails (in fact maybe before), there is the wonderful 
warehouse of the INTERNET. Google tt! 
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E| Metn. He is the son of Sami Fadlallah Ibrahim Fares Ghosn Abujawdeh 
and Minerva Khattar Salim Yousef Naufal Abujawdeh. 


After graduating from Brummana High School (a British Quaker institution), 
and a short stint at the American University of Beirut, he left to the US for 
Studies in Electrical and Nuclear Engineering at Syracuse University and 
the University of Cincinnati. 


Sam has worked at General Electric, AT&T, and other companies in the US 
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President for Middle-East & Africa for Lucent Technologies. He currently 
contracts with AT&T and other companies in New Jersey, USA, where he 
lives with his wife and four Children. 
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El 3Adra came with the house from Day one 
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